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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BnBzDl9hArM

ABOUT US

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BnBzDl9hArM


“
Mission Statement:
The League of Women Voters of Greater Omaha, a 
nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and 
active participation in government, works to increase 
understanding of major public policy issues, and influences 
public policy through education and advocacy.

Vision Statement:
We envision a democracy where every person has the 
desire, the right, the knowledge and the confidence to 
participate.

Value Statement:
We believe in the power of women to create a more perfect 
democracy.
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Goals
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The goal of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to 
shape better communities worldwide. The League of Women Voters is 
a nonpartisan political membership organization that:

● Acts after study and member agreement to achieve solutions in the 
public interest on key community issues at all government levels;
● Builds citizen participation in the democratic process;
● Engages communities in promoting positive solutions to public policy 
issues through education and advocacy.



Beliefs & Intentions

We will:

● Act with trust, integrity and 
professionalism

● Operate in an open and effective 
manner to meet the needs of those we 
serve, both members and the public

● Take the initiative in seeking 
diversity in membership

● Acknowledge our heritage as we 
seek our path to the future.

We believe in:

● Respect for individuals

● The value of diversity

● The empowerment of the grassroots, 
both within the League and in 
communities
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Meet Your Local League
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League Structure
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YOU BELONG TO ALL THREE!
National: lwv.org
State: lwvnebraska.org
Local: lwvgo.org
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League History

▪ LWV was founded on February 14th, 

1920 in Chicago

▪ The League of Women Voters of 

Nebraska was founded in Omaha on 

June 13–15, 1920

▪ The LWV Education Fund was 

established in 1957

▪ LWV sponsored the presidential 

debates in the 1980’s

▪ LWV launched Vote411.org in 2006

▪ Fair Maps campaign launched in 2019

▪ LWV celebrates 100 years in 2020

▪ https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/

cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2721&con

text=studentwork



100 Years of LWV

A CENTURY-LONG LEGACY
1920 — 2020
We believe in the power of women to create a more perfect democracy. That's been our vision since 1920, when the League of Women Voters was founded by 
leaders of the women’s suffrage movement. For 100 years, we have been a nonpartisan, activist, grassroots organization that believes voters should play a critical 
role in democracy.

1920  - FEBRUARY 14 - LWV Founded
The League was officially founded in Chicago in 1920, just six months before the 19th amendment was ratified and women won the vote. Formed by the suffragists 
of the National American Woman Suffrage Association, the League began as a "mighty political experiment" designed to help 20 million women carry out their new 
responsibilities as voters.
AUGUST 26 - 19th Amendment Ratified
After it passed in the House and Senate, the final hurdle for the 19th Amendment was ratification by the states. As anti-suffrage groups still fought to oppose 
ratification, suffrage leaders mobilized to continue their pressure campaign in the states. Finally, the Amendment was ratified in Tennessee and officially made
 law on August 26.
THE 19TH & WOMEN OF COLOR

1944 — 45 - UN Established & LWV Named NGO Observer
After World War II, the League carried out a nationwide public support campaign, at the request of President Franklin Roosevelt, to establish the United Nations and 
to ensure US participation. Following the campaign, President Harry Truman invited the League to serve as a consultant to the US delegation at the United Nations 
Charter Conference. One of the first organizations officially recognized by the UN as a non-governmental organization (NGO), the League still maintains official 
observer status today.
LWV UN OBSERVERS

1957 - LWV Education Fund Established
As the League became more active in issue advocacy, the need arose for a separate organizational arm for activities like voter registration and information.
 The League of Women Voters Education Fund was established to encourage the active and informed participation of citizens in government and to increase 
understanding of major public policy issues.

https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/news-clips/hill-womens-equality-day-stop-romanticizing-19th-amendment
https://www.lwv.org/united-nations-observers


1972 - Major Campaign to Ratify the ERA
In 1972, shortly after congressional passage of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA), LWV voted officially to support “equal rights for all regardless of sex.” The 
League followed this vote with a nationwide pressure campaign that continued through the 1970s. That national campaign ended in 1982, but LWV continues 
to push for ERA ratification today.
ERA LETTER TO CONGRESS

1976 - Emmy Award for Presidential Debates
The League sponsored the first televised presidential debates since 1960, for which we received an Emmy award for Outstanding Achievement in Broadcast 
Journalism.

1980s - LWV Sponsors Presidential Debates
The League sponsored televised general election Presidential debates in 1980 and 1984, as well as presidential primary forums in 1980, 1984, and 1988. The 
debates focused on nonpartisan issues with a main goal of informing voters. As candidates demanded increasingly partisan conditions, however, the League 
withdrew its sponsorship of general election debates in 1988. Leagues around the country continue to hold debates and forums for local and state offices 
today.

1993 - NVRA Becomes Law
The League’s grassroots campaign for national legislation to reform voter registration resulted in passage of the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA), also 
known as the “motor-voter” bill. The goal: increase accessibility to the electoral process. The motor-voter bill enabled citizens to register at motor vehicle 
agencies automatically, as well as by mail and at agencies that service the public.

2002 - HAVA Becomes Law
When the 2000 election exposed the many problems facing the election system, the League began to work on election reform. Working closely with a civil 
rights coalition, LWV helped draft and pass the Help America Vote Act (HAVA), which established provisional balloting, requirements for updating voting 
systems, and the Election Assistance Commission.

https://www.lwv.org/league-expresses-support-removal-era-ratification-deadline


2006 - LWV Launches VOTE411.org
The League provided a dedicated website for voter information as early as the 1990s. In 2006, the League launched the next generation of online voter 
education with VOTE411.org, a “one-stop-shop” for election-related information. Today, VOTE411 provides both general and state-specific nonpartisan 
resources to the voting public, including a nationwide polling place locator, a ballot look-up tool, candidate positions on issues, and more.
VOTE411.ORG

2019 - LWV Launches People Powered Fair Maps Campaign
In June 2019, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that partisan gerrymandering cannot be solved by the federal courts. In response, the League initiated People 
Powered Fair Maps™, a coordinated effort across all 50 states and D.C. to create fair and transparent, people-powered redistricting processes to eliminate 
partisan and racial gerrymandering nationwide.
PEOPLE POWERED FAIR MAPS™

2020 - LWV Celebrates 100 Years
February 14th, 2020, marks 100 years that the League of Women Voters has empowered voters and defended democracy. Over the last century, we’ve 
fought for election protection, democratic reforms, and equal access to the ballot—all while maintaining our commitment to nonpartisanship and fostering 
an informed electorate. As we look into our next hundred years, we aim to build power for the next generation of women leaders and voting rights activists. 
That’s why we’re celebrating our 100-year milestone by launching our new programmatic focus, Women Power Democracy
WOMEN POWER DEMOCRACY

What will the next 100 years hold?
The League of Women Voters has evolved from a mighty political experiment designed to help 20 million newly enfranchised women vote in 1920, to a 
nonpartisan organization that is a recognized force in molding political leaders, shaping public policy, and promoting informed civic participation. To join us 
for our next 100 years, join your local League today!

https://www.vote411.org/
https://www.lwv.org/peoplepoweredfairmaps
https://www.lwv.org/educating-voters/women-power-democracy
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Membership 
and 

Area Served
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The League is 
non-partisan.
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The League is political.
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The League is a 
resource for the 

community.
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The League’s ultimate 
goal is to see democracy 

in action!



2. What We Do
Local Work in Action.
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Our Programs & Clubs

▪ Voter Services / Get Out the 
Vote (GOTV) 

▪ Go Vote, Omaha! TV Show
▪ Voters’ Guide 
▪ Membership Meetings/ 

Educational Programming
▪ Book Club After Dark
▪ Great Decisions Book Club 

(Spring)
▪ Observer Corps 
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Voter Services / Get Out the Vote (GOTV)
GOTV leads the LWVGO effort to register voters:
● League sponsored voter deputy registrar training
● Registrars upon request for general voter 
registration
● Voter registration at all naturalization ceremonies 
in Omaha
● Education and voter registration for government 
classes for Omaha area public schools
● Interface with community groups involved in 
voter registration
● GOTV tool kit including magnets, business cards, 
and other voter information
● Text messages and postcards contact to newly 
registered voters
● Lots of opportunities!

Co-Directors
Jackie Prados, jackiep@lwvgo.org
Jennifer Racine, jennifer@lwvgo.org

mailto:jackiep@lwvgo.org
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Go Vote, Omaha! TV Show

● Locally produced public access 
television/YouTube show covering public 
policy issues and providing candidate forums 
for elections. 

● Volunteers willing to work on research for 
questions especially invited. Opportunities 
include on- and off-camera work. Shows are 
“filmed” on Thursday nights but booking and 
research can be done at other times.Contact: Taylor Sterba, taylor@lwvgo.org
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Voters Guide

● LWVGO produced printed and 
electronic guide (VOTE411.org) for 
candidates running in the primary 
and general elections. 

● Produced in English and Spanish.
● Opportunities include solicitation 

and compilation of candidate Q&A, 
layout, production and distribution 
of guide.

Contact: votersguide@lwvgo.org

mailto:votersguide@lwvgo.org
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Membership Events / Education Programming

● Monthly evening meetings 
hosted on Zoom featuring a 
guest presenter on public 
policy issue for education 
and discussion. Open to the 
public. 

● There are opportunities in 
planning and running this 
event or you can just attend.

Contact: Candide V. Santiago,
Director of Operations, candide@lwvgo.org
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Observer Corps

● Observer Corps is a structured way for individuals to 
exercise their right to know. Responding to a decline in news 
coverage of local politics, an observer attends a 
governmental meeting, notes what happens at the meeting, 
and reports back to the League and through the League to the 
community. 

● By attending public meetings of local governmental 
bodies/agencies, observers learn more about what their 
government is doing. They learn about the issues facing their 
community and are empowered to take action, if warranted. 
They also learn how issues are being addressed.

● Currently in partnership with Omaha Documenters - request 
to join group by completing this interest form to receive 
training 
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/e/1FAIpQLScDgtxkI6v
CtoShC9aEAgwq66JOnTzCz6Kgo2mAGbIqGxQfJg/viewfor
m?usp=send_form

Contact: office@lwvgo.org
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Books After Dark

● Evening book club featuring 
non-fiction political and 
feminist reading.

Contact: Aimeé Folker
Email: aimee@lwvgo.org 

 



State League Opportunities
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Please visit the following page to learn more about the LWVNE Committees for 
involvement: https://lwvnebraska.org/committees

LWVNE Committees are focused on Voter Services and areas of legislative 
advocacy.

● Claudia Stevenson and Janelle Stevenson, Co-Presidents of LWVNE
○ office@lwvnebraska.org

● If you’re apart of LWVGO, you’re a part of the State league
● Opportunities to get involved with state policy

https://lwvnebraska.org/committees/


Final tips on being an LWVGO member
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1. Read the monthly bulletin for events and ways to 
get involved.

2. Follow our social media for the latest news and 
voter related discussions.

3. Suggestions are always welcomed for 
programming.

4. We speak with one voice. When speaking in public 
forums, unless formally endorsed by the LWVGO, 
you represent yourself. 



Q&A Session
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Thanks!
You can reach us at:

▪ Candide Santiago, candide@lwvgo.org

▪ Office@lwvgo.org 


