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All responses received by March 22, 2026 have been included. All responses received 
until the election will be available at VOTE411.org, in English and Spanish.

 

Voter ID Law – effective as of April 1, 2024 

For 
more information on how to obtain an ID and what to do if you can’t get one, go to: 

https://sos.nebraska.gov/elections/voter-id 

 

What does “Nonpartisan” mean in a Partisan Primary? 
In Nebraska law, the term Nonpartisan describes voters as well as elected offices. 

• Nonpartisan office: An elective office where candidates are not required to be members of a 
political party. All voters, regardless of party affiliation, may vote for these candidates. (Examples 
include Legislature, Utilities (MUD and OPPD), Board of Education, Learning Community, Natural 
Resources District, etc.)  These will appear on the Nonpartisan Ballot. The League of Women 
Voters of Greater Omaha will not list the candidate’s party for those offices in our printed Voters’ 
Guide. In VOTE411, those candidates will be shown as “Nonpartisan Race”. 

• Nonpartisan voter (NP): An individual who registers to vote with no affiliation to a political party 
recognized in Nebraska. These voters are sometimes referred to as Independent. During a 
partisan primary election (such as the May 12, 2026 election), Nonpartisan voters have different 
options when exercising their right to vote. 

o An NP may choose to vote solely for the Nonpartisan Ballot and Special Issues ballot (if 
any). OR; 

o An NP can re-register for the political party of choice to vote for the full ballot of partisan 
offices in addition to the Nonpartisan Ballot. For 2026, the deadline to do so is April 27, 
2026 by mail or May 1, 2026 in person at the Douglas County Election Commission. OR; 

  

NOT ACCEPTABLE 
• Birth certificate 
• Medicare or Medicaid card 
• Out-of-state driver's license  
• Out-of-state college ID 
• Social Security card 
• Store membership card 
• Utility bill 
• Bank statement 
• Voter registration acknowledgement card 

 

ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF PHOTO ID 
• Nebraska driver’s license 
• Nebraska state ID 
• Nebraska college ID 
• Military ID 
• Tribal ID 
• U.S. Passport 
• Nebraska political subdivision ID (state, 

county, city, public school, etc.) 
• Hospital, assisted living or nursing home 

record 
• Voter registration acknowledgement card 
 

https://sos.nebraska.gov/elections/voter-id
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o An NP can request a Nonpartisan [Republican/Democratic/Libertarian/Legal Marijuana 
NOW] ballot, in addition to the Nonpartisan Ballot. The political parties may “close” or 
“open” their ballots to NPs. In a “closed” primary ballot, only the races for United States 
Senator and U.S. House of Representatives are available. In an “open” primary ballot, all 
races of a partisan nature will appear on the ballot. An NP can only select ONE 
Nonpartisan [Republican/Democratic/Libertarian/Legal Marijuana NOW] ballot – no mixing 
and matching of parties is allowed. 

Many voters ask, “Why don’t I see [office/candidate’s name] on 
my ballot? 

1. It might be because the candidate is running unopposed, or the office has too 
few candidates to appear on the Primary ballot. Instead, those candidates will 
appear on the General Election ballot in November. In this Guide, look for language 
like “These candidates will auto-advance to the General Election and will not 
appear on Primary ballots.” under the name of the office. 

2. It might be because Nebraska has Closed Primary Elections. Candidates running 
for office on the Presidential, Federal, State and County Tickets appear on the 
ballots corresponding to their party. Voters of the same party may vote for those 
candidates. Parties may allow “non-affiliated voters” (i.e. voters registered as 
Nonpartisan) to vote for their candidates. The process is covered on the previous 
page. The Republican and Legal Marijuana Now Parties do not allow non-affiliated 
voters to vote for any of their candidates on the State or County Ticket. The Federal 
Ticket remains open for Nonpartisan voters who request a Nonpartisan Republican 
or Nonpartisan Legal Marijuana Now ballot. 

3. Finally, it might be because the candidate is registered as Nonpartisan but is 
running for a Partisan race. Such candidates can appear on the General Election 
ballot if their petition to appear is successful, but cannot appear on the Partisan 
portion (Presidential, Federal, State and County Tickets) of a Primary Election 
ballot. 
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The following is a list of all races that appear 
throughout Douglas County.  Please note that 
not all races will appear on your specific ballot. 
 
Responses were limited to a specific number of 
characters and were truncated thereafter. All 
submissions are reproduced as submitted, with 
no corrections to spelling, grammar or 
punctuation.  
 
If a candidate did not respond by the deadline for 
print publication, “No response received” is 
printed. All candidate responses, including 
those received after the print deadline, are 
available at VOTE411.org in English and Spanish. 
 
The League does not support or oppose 

any candidates or parties. 
 

FEDERAL TICKET 
U.S. Senator 

 

Nonpartisan candidates will not appear on the Primary 

ballot. 

 

Cindy Burbank (D): No response received. 

William J. Forbes (D): No response received 

Mike Marvin (LMN): Education: Dominican High School 

Omaha NE; Volunteer Experience: Kid's Chance board 

member 

Website: https://marvinforsenate.com/ 

Earl Starkey (LMN): No response received  

Debb Axtell Schultz (R): No response received 

Todd Knobel (R): No response received 

Eric Mortimore (R): Education: Some college; Volunteer 

Experience: Outdoors Nebraska at fort Kearny 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61586076436296 

Pete Ricketts (R): No response received 

Mac Stevens (R): No response received 

 

Mike Marvin: A policy program that allows for workers to 

come into the US. 

A way for those who have been in this country for extended 

periods of time and contributing to this country a timely way 

to achieve legal status. 

A program that allows Dreamers to achieve citizenship in an 

efficient manner. 

Strong removal of violent criminals. 

Eric Mortimore: What we need to strengthen our laws on the 

books. Make English language to become a citizen and to 

screen everyone coming in. 

 

 

Mike Marvin: Insuring fair trade policies. 

Funding a strong military which includes pay that allows 

military families to live and feed their families without 

depending on SNAP and/or food banks. 

Taking back the Legislatives Branches authority to determine 

war. 

Eric Mortimore: United States safety and security comes first 

over any other countries. Foreign policy is the other country 

respect us we will respect them and the treaty as long as it 

benefits everyone 

 

 

Mike Marvin: Tough question. A simple answer would be for 

good bipartisan communication that would allow for all to 

come to an agreement. 

It would require both sides to give on some stances.  

We need to get away for both parties taking radical stances. 

Eric Mortimore: To sit down and talk about the issue and 

realize some of people views won’t match but try to come to a 

middle ground 

 

6-year term, $174,000 salary 

The Senate is the upper chamber of the two houses of the 

United States Congress. Each state elects two senators. 

Alongside the House of Representatives, the Senate is 

responsible for creating and passing the country’s laws. 

Additional powers granted to the Senate include advice 

and consent — meaning ratification of treaties and 

confirmation of U.S. Supreme Court justices, cabinet 

secretaries, ambassadors and other important federal seats. 

It also has the responsibility of conducting trials after the 

House begins impeachment procedures. 

What does immigration reform look like to you? 

What principles should guide the Senate’s role in 

foreign policy, treaty ratification and national 

security? 

How do you envision the Senate and the Executive 

Branch working together to ensure effective 

governance while maintaining the necessary 

constitutional balances? 

https://marvinforsenate.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61586076436296
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Mike Marvin: I think it should be regulated, but really do not 

know enough at this time to take a strong stance on any 

particular position, 

Eric Mortimore: Hell yes, I am a person who believes if we 

don’t we might end up like the terminator movies or matrix 

 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Nebraska District Two 

 

Van Argyrakis (D): No response received 

Kishla Askins (D): Education: Bachelor of Science, Masters 

of Physician Assistant Studies, and Doctor of Public Health 

(Defense April 2026) - University of Nebraska Medical 

Center. Masters of Public Health - Tulane University.; 

Military Experience: 30 years active duty in the United States 

Navy; Volunteer Experience: Member, NDP Environment and 

Climate Council; Mentor, Girl Security; Co-Chair GeoHealth 

Policy Committee, American Geophysics Union; Policy 

Reviewer, UN Environmental Program Global Environmental 

Outlook (GEO-7). Environmental Policy Commissioner. 

Website: https://www.kishlaforcongress.com/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/kishlaaskinsforcongress/ 

Instagram: @Kishlaaskinsforcongress 

X: @kishlaaskins 

John Cavanaugh (D): Education: B.A. Catholic University of 

America, JD The Vermont Law School,  MA The Vermont Law 

School; Current Office held: Nebraska Legislature 2021 – 

Present 

Website: https://www.johncavanaugh.org/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/johncavanaughforcongress 

Instagram: @johncavanaughne  

X: @JCavNE02 

James Leuschen (D): Withdrew from race March 30th  

Denise Powell (D): Education: Bachelor of Science in 

Communications, Public Relations and Political Science; 

Volunteer Experience: Volunteer Experience: Guild and 

board service with Girls Inc. of Omaha, Opera Omaha, 

Amplify Arts, Center for Immigrant & Refugee Advancement, 

Women's Center for Advancement, Common Senses Festival, 

Western Hills Elementary PTO, Lewis & Clark Middle 

Website: https://deniseforcongress.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DeniseForCongress 

Instagram: @deniseforcongress 

X: @@DeniseForNE 

Crystal Rhoades (D): Education: Undergrad and Masters at 

University of Nebraska, Omaha; Current Office held: Clerk of 

the District Court 2022-2026; Past Office held: Clerk of the 

District Court 2022-2026, Nebraska Public Service 

Commission 2014-2022, Metropolitan Community College 

Board 2006-2014 

Website: https://crystal4congress.com/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/CrystalRhoadesforcongress 

Melanie Williams (D): Volunteer experience: 1982 Virginia 

Walsh Sen Campaign; 1986 Helen Boosalis Gov Campaign; 

1989-1992 Women's clinic escort;  1994 Brenda Council 

Mayor Race; 2004-2011 Enrichment chess-LPS, OPS & Girls 

Inc.; 2016 & 2020 Bernie Sanders for President. 

Eric Michael Foreman (L): All biographical questions were 

answered with “//” 

X: @The1Knocking 

Brinker Harding (R): Education: University of Kansas; 

Current Office held: Omaha City Council, 2017 – Present 

Website: https://www.brinkerharding.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/brinkerhardingNE02 

X: @brinkerharding 

 

 

Kishla Askins: I would cut the deficit the responsible way: 

pay for new programs, close wasteful tax loopholes for 

corporations and top 5% income earners, and stop giving 

special favors to those at the top. I would lower healthcare 

costs by investing in prevention, primary care, and better 

prescription drug pricing. I would protect Social Security and 

Medicare while strengthening them for the long term. I would 

require every federal agency to pass a real audit and demand 

results. I would grow the economy through jobs, 

manufacturing, and workforce investment, because a stronger 

economy is key to long-term fiscal strength. 

John Cavanaugh: Trump has given billionaires and big 

corporations tax breaks. Instead we should raise taxes on the 

ultra-wealthy and close tax loopholes that let multinational 

corporations avoid paying taxes.  

We can save taxpayer money by passing a bill that would 

allow Medicare to negotiate the cost of prescription drugs. 

Do you think the Senate should regulate artificial 

intelligence, and if so, how? 

2-year term, $174,000 salary 

Members of the U.S. House of Representatives, also 

known as The People’s House, are composed of 435 

representatives allocated to districts given to a state based 

on their population. The House has the sole power to draft 

and introduce bills related to revenue and impeachment 

cases sent to the Senate. If there is a tie in the election for 

president, the House has the duty to vote for the next 

president. 

What would you do to cut the deficit? 

https://www.kishlaforcongress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/kishlaaskinsforcongress/
https://www.johncavanaugh.org/
https://www.facebook.com/johncavanaughforcongress
https://deniseforcongress.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DeniseForCongress
https://crystal4congress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/CrystalRhoadesforcongress
https://www.brinkerharding.com/
https://www.facebook.com/brinkerhardingNE02
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Less taxpayer money would go to Pharma companies as a 

result. 

Defense spending is a major part of our budget and we need 

Congress to reassert its authority over Trump’s spending.  

As a State Senator I have been in tough budget negotiations. 

I’ve always put working people first and held Republicans’ 

feet to the fire when they tried to raise taxes on middle class 

families. 

Denise Powell: In his first year in office, Trump added more 

than $2.25 trillion to the national debt. It is clear Congress 

needs to take back its authority over decisions that have 

critical impacts on the nation’s budget. As a small business 

owner who has also worked for large and mid-sized 

companies, I know what it means to make strategic trade offs 

to balance a budget. In Congress, I will fight for fair tax 

policies in which billionaires and corporations pay their fair 

share. I will work to lower prescription drug prices which 

would not only benefit consumers, but save billions of dollars 

annually. I will vote against foreign wars with no strategic 

objectives and that put American troops and innocent civilians 

at risk, while costing Americans billions. 

Crystal Rhoades: We must reduce discretionary spending and 

focus on growing the economy to increase tax revenues. We 

can stabilize the cost of servicing our debt by utilizing lower 

interest rates and negotiating higher rates on government 

investments and holdings to generate additional revenue. 

While in office,  I achieved significant savings by evaluating 

processes and making data-driven cost decisions. We also 

increased revenue by seeking higher yields on accounts 

holding funds for the court, state, or county. These types of 

administrative improvements produce substantial savings 

without disrupting the workforce or essential services and can 

be done at the federal level. 

Melanie Williams: Progressive wealth tax for net income 

over $32 mil (1-8%), closing tax loopholes for the wealthy; 

taxing capital gains as ordinary income; financial transactions 

tax on stocks and bonds; significantly tighter congressional 

controls on "Dept. of War" spending, esp. foreign & “forever” 

wars;   

Pass the Sanders/Ro Khanna “Make Billionaires Pay Their 

Fair Share” Act, that would establish a 5% annual wealth tax 

on the 938 billionaires in America—collectively worth $8.2 

trillion(!). In its first year, the bill would provide a $3,000 

direct payment to every man, woman and child in a household 

making $150,000 or less, and use the est. $4.4 trillion in 

revenue raised over the next decade to address the most 

pressing crises facing working families. 

Eric Michael Foreman: Eliminate the fraud- prosecution-

Conviction of the fraudsters, embezzlers, and every one 

connected to the deceptive practices first and foremost.  Then I 

would drastically cut spending and reverse the Covid era 

inflated budgets that still persist, years after the pandemic 

ended. 

Brinker Harding: Congress does not have a revenue 

problem, we have a spending problem. The deficit is not just 

jeopardizing our grandchildren’s financial future, but it 

endangers our national security as well. As the national debt 

approaches $40 trillion, we are now spending more on the 

interest payment on our debt than we do on our national 

defense. 

As a first step, we must restore regular order to the budget 

process and stop playing political games with funding the 

government. That’s why I support legislation to pause 

Congress’ pay if they can’t pass a budget to fund the 

government by the October 1 cutoff. 

If the military isn’t getting paid during a shutdown, Congress 

shouldn’t get paid either. This measure will incentivize 

responsible governance. 

 

 

Kishla Askins: Protect benefits and extend solvency with a 

clear commitment: no cuts to earned benefits. Lift the payroll 

tax cap so income above $400,000 is taxed for Social Security, 

and apply Social Security taxes to investment income for the 

highest earners. Close the gap so high earners pay Social 

Security taxes on all their income, just like working families 

do. Strengthen benefits for low-income seniors and provide 

Social Security credits for caregivers so that time spent caring 

for family does not reduce retirement benefits. Strengthen 

workforce participation, so more people are working and 

paying into the system. Modernize administration to improve 

efficiency and service, with strong oversight to ensure 

accurate payments. 

John Cavanaugh: Social Security and Medicare are sacred 

promises made to generations of workers. I will fight Trump 

and the MAGA Republicans in Congress who want to 

privatize Social Security and gamble guaranteed monthly 

benefits in the stock market. 

To extend the solvency of Social Security, I’d advocate we 

keep Social Security taxes the same for most people, but raise 

the amount that those making somewhere around $500,000 

pay in. 

I sponsored and passed legislation in the state legislature that 

ended state income taxes on Social Security benefits, and I am 

endorsed by the National Committee to Preserve Social 

Security and Social Security Works. 

Which specific policies would you advocate to extend 

the solvency of Social Security? 
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Denise Powell: We must always protect Social Security and 

ensure the seniors of both today and tomorrow can always 

count on the benefits they’ve earned. First, we should raise the 

cap on taxable income so billionaires pay their fair share to 

help close the long-term deficit gap. Then, we must fight 

against any attempts to cut benefits or privatize Social 

Security, which would put seniors’ earned benefits at risk. 

Crystal Rhoades: Making Social Security more solvent 

requires a combination of increasing revenue, reducing 

benefits, or adjusting eligibility. I support lifting or 

eliminating the taxable maximum on earnings, increasing the 

payroll tax rate, and implementing means-testing for high 

earners over $400,000 annually. Currently, only earnings up to 

a certain amount ($176,100 in 2025) are taxed; raising or 

eliminating this cap would increase income and stabilize the 

solvency of Social Security. Increasing wages paid to workers 

would also increase revenue for Social Security and improve 

solvency, so adjusting minimum wage to a living wage would 

help to improve solvency. 

Melanie Williams: I support abolishing ICE and CBP and 

using their budgets for a more competent, humane, lawful, and 

functional system. Our immigration system has been neglected 

and politicized for decades. I support a clear pathway to 

citizenship for undocumented people who are contributing and 

following the law. We must fix a broken legal system and 

replace chaos with order. Security matters—but cruelty and 

political theater are not solutions. We can have both secure 

borders and humane policies, and I will fight for both. 

Eric Michael Foreman: Keep the cookie jar locked. Make 

sure No Federal entities or agency has the access to it except 

for those authorized in its discernment. Verification and 

auditing of recipients of SS. Options for Those who would 

choose to invest in a RothIRA or similar and withdraw from 

Social Security contributing. 

Brinker Harding: As stated previously, we must preserve 

Social Security for existing beneficiaries and future retirees 

paying into the system today. All options should be on the 

table to tackle this rubik's cube. 

Essential to the process, Republicans and Democrats must 

work together to get it done. That means accepting that neither 

side will get 100% of what they want, but ensuring that 

America is in a stronger position in the end. 

No reforms to Social Security should change the process for 

current beneficiaries. We made a promise to working 

Americans that if you pay into the system, you will earn those 

benefits back in retirement. We must keep that promise. 

 

 

Kishla Askins: Immigration reform should be lawful, orderly, 

fair, and humane, while meeting our economic and national 

security needs.  

Secure the border with modern technology, sufficient 

personnel, and faster processing so people are not stuck in 

chaos. Go after traffickers and cartels, not families. Fix the 

immigration aspect of the legal system by clearing the 

backlog, hiring more immigration judges, and delivering 

faster, fair decisions. Require accountability: people here 

without status need to be registered, pass background checks, 

pay taxes, and earn a fair pathway to citizenship.  

Protect Dreamers, keep families together, enforce the law with 

accountability, and address root causes with partner countries. 

John Cavanaugh: Our whole immigration system needs 

reform and modernization, and we need to address the massive 

backlog of people awaiting immigration proceedings. 

A successful plan will consider the very real needs of 

businesses who rely on and benefit from immigrant labor, 

have strong protections for asylum seekers, and expand legal 

pathways for immigrants who come here for work or to 

reunite with family. 

I have been horrified by the Trump Administration’s approach 

to immigration. ICE is out of control and we must stop 

masked ICE agents from violating people’s civil liberties. The 

cruelty and incompetence we have seen from ICE does not 

make Nebraska safer. 

Denise Powell: I am the daughter of immigrants who carries 

my passport with me everywhere I go. This issue is personal 

for me. We must completely overhaul and stop ICE from 

terrorizing our community. We need to hold federal law 

enforcement agents to the same high standards we hold local 

law enforcement officials. I will fight to ban warrantless 

searches, ban ICE from operating in schools and hospitals, and 

require independent investigations of reports of abuse. I’ve 

worked with our immigrant community, and know the  system 

is challenging to navigate. We must keep our borders secure 

and create a pathway to citizenship for those who have been 

living and  working lawfully (in particular in industries with 

labor shortages), including  DACA recipients.. 

Crystal Rhoades: Comprehensive immigration reform in the 

U.S. should strengthen border security, create legal pathways 

to citizenship for undocumented immigrants, and address 

labor shortages in sectors like agriculture, hospitality, and 

STEM by updating visa systems and enhancing worker 

protections. We need a framework that combines border 

enforcement (personnel, technology, and physical security) 

with screening programs, requiring background checks and 

payment of back taxes for undocumented individuals. Reform 

should include both a  "pathway to citizenship" and "legal 

status"  which would allow immigrants to work and pay taxes 

even if they are not seeking citizenship. 

Melanie Williams: I support abolishing ICE and CBP and 

using their budgets for a more competent, humane, lawful, and 

functional system. Our immigration system has been neglected 

and politicized for decades. I support a clear pathway to 

What does immigration reform look like to you? 
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citizenship for undocumented people who are contributing and 

following the law. We must fix a broken legal system and 

replace chaos with order. Security matters—but cruelty and 

political theater are not solutions. We can have both secure 

borders and humane policies, and I will fight for both. 

Eric Michael Foreman: Adherence to the Federal Law 

already on the books. Prosecutions and Holdings for those out 

of compliance of Immigration laws. A fast lane to citizenship 

for those who can pass a live Constitutional and Civics test. 

Make application processing more expedient using AI. 

Brinker Harding: Immigration reform starts with a secure 

border and complete control of the inflow of immigrants into 

our nation. We are a nation of immigrants, but we are also a 

nation of laws. We want immigrants who will make America 

stronger and contribute to our economy, culture, and civil 

society – not people trying to game the system. As far as 

deportations go, we should be focused on removing illegal 

immigrants who have committed crimes. I also support efforts 

to bring more transparency to ICE through body cameras for 

officers and identifiable uniforms. 

 

 

Kishla Askins: Nebraskans and the Constitution are my 

bosses. For more than three decades, I’ve improved care and 

systems across communities and sectors, led cross-agency 

efforts to transform services, and led missions where lives 

were on the line. From war zones to hospitals, the Pentagon to 

the U.S. Senate and the VA, I’ve taken on complex problems 

and delivered results. I’ve released SHIELD, my economic 

plan to bring thousands of jobs to Nebraska and address the 

brain drain. My healthcare plan will redefine primary care and 

fix the delivery system, not just the payer system. I’ll be 

accountable to you, accessible and transparent, always serving 

with integrity, focused on lowering costs, strengthening 

communities, and delivering results. 

John Cavanaugh: In the state legislature I’ve used every bit 

of power I have to make life better for Nebraskans. I led the 

fight to block a total abortion ban, protected our Blue Dot, and 

repealed the state tax on diapers.  

This year I’ve introduced bills to give patients access to 

medical cannabis and sponsored an emergency plan to lower 

healthcare costs after Republicans in Congress refused to 

extend the ACA healthcare tax credits.  

I’ll bring that same fight to Washington. Every bill I have ever 

passed is bipartisan, but I’ll stand up to anyone to do what’s 

right. I’m refusing corporate PAC money in my run for 

Congress, won’t trade stocks while in Congress, and will fight 

for a constitutional amendment to stop billionaires from 

buying our elections. 

Denise Powell: I’m not a politician. I’m a fired-up working 

mom who is tired of hearing the same old rhetoric from career 

politicians who don’t prioritize the needs of working people. 

I’m  a small business owner and I’ve helped elect dozens of 

candidates across the state. I’ve fought some of the toughest 

battles in Nebraska - from helping advocate for minimum 

wage expansion and paid sick leave, to fighting for our public 

schools and against a total abortion ban. I’ve worked to build 

broad and diverse coalitions of support around issues that 

matter to people in this state. For me, winning this election is 

about more than becoming the first Congresswoman from NE-

02, it’s about winning for Nebraskans. Fighting for real 

change, for real people. 

Crystal Rhoades: In my two decades of service I have 

produced millions of dollars in savings for taxpayers by 

making the government more efficient and updating outdated 

systems. I found new sources of revenue without creating new 

or increasing existing taxes.  I’ve navigated party rancor and 

built bipartisan bridges to deliver for the voters. I know when 

to fight and when to compromise and most importantly, how 

to get things done. I have the experience and qualifications to 

be effective. I’m the only candidate from a working class 

background who knows what everyday Americans are up 

against and am best positioned to prioritize their issues instead 

of wealthy donors or special interests. 

Eric Michael Foreman:  I'm not a career politician; I'm one 

of you, earning an honest dollar every day. Washington is 

broken. As your representative, I'll tackle corruption and waste 

directly—cutting fraud in federal programs, ending 

unnecessary spending, and using those savings to actually 

lower taxes so you keep more of what you've earned and build 

real self-sufficiency without dependency on Government. 

I'll champion liberty and peace, protecting all your rights. 

Securing borders responsibly and opposing new wars. I'll 

stand for blue collar values. No big donor influence, just 

honest work. Physical responsibility and maximum effort. The 

only promise I can make; When I win, You Win. 

Brinker Harding: I have helped grow Omaha’s economy in 

both the public and private sectors for my entire professional 

career. From the Riverfront Parks, to the downtown 

Convention Center, to the world-class library we are building 

on 72nd and Dodge, to the Dodge Expressway, all the way to 

Olde Towne Elkhorn, I am proud to have played a role in 

making Omaha the #1 City to Move to in America (Forbes). 

We have balanced our budget and cut taxes, invested in smart 

economic development projects in our community, and 

prioritized strong police and public safety. As a result, our 

local economy has taken off.  

Omaha’s growth didn’t come from one person or idea, but 

through public-private partnerships and collaboration. I will 

take that same approach to DC. 

How would you convince voters that you can make a 

difference if they send you to Washington? 
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STATE TICKET 
Governor 

 

Larry Marvin (D): No response received. 

Lynne Walz (D): Education: Arlington High School; Midland 

Lutheran College; Past Office held: Legislature, District 15 

(2017-2025); Volunteer Experience: Kiwanis, Archbishop 

Bergan School Board, Fremont Chamber of Commerce Board, 

Salem Lutheran Church Youth Bible School 

Website: https://lynnewalz.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lynnewalzfornebraska 

Instagram: @lynne_walz 

X: @lynnewalz 

Rick Beard (LMN): No response received. 

James. J. Charvat III (LMN): Education: Dairy Queen 

School; Military Experience: Grandparents; Volunteer 

Experience: Children’s Miracle Network 

Website: https://thenebraskagovernor.com/ 

Sal Holguin (R): No response received. 

Sheila Korth-Focken (R): Education: Bachelor's degree from 

University of Nebraska – Omaha; Volunteer Experience: 

Founder, Scott Scholar Mentoring Program (UNO); co-lead 

of Sunset Hills Neighborhood Association (Omaha); executive 

committee member of Student Information Systems-University 

of Nebraska 

Website: https://sheilakorth.com/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61585093571648 

Instagram: @Sheila4Governor 

Jim Pillen (R): Education: University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 

Kansas State University; Current Office held: Governor of 

Nebraska, 2023-; Past Office held: University of Nebraska 

Regent, 2013-2023; Volunteer Experience: Columbus 

Community Hospital, Scotus Central Catholic High School, 

TeamMates Mentoring Program and State Foundation, St. 

Isidore Catholic Church 

Website: https://www.jimpillen.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JimPillenforGovernor 

X: @jim_pillen 

Gary L. Rogge (R): Education: Graduate of the University of 

Nebraska Lincoln; Military Experience: Nebraska National 

Guard, Army Sargent; Volunteer Experience: Founder of 

Nemaha County Nebraska, Concerned Citizens. 1990. People 

against a nuclear waste site in Nemaha County, Nebraska 

Website: https://garyrogge4governorne.com/ 

Jacy Todd (R): Education: High School graduate with some 

college courses; Military Experience: Army and NE National 

Guards from 1988-1996. Desert Storm from 90-91.; Volunteer 

Experience: I have volunteered at the VA 

Website: https://jacytodd4negovernor.com/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578614833056 

John Walz (R): No response received. 

 

 

Lynne Walz: In the past three years, we have gone from a 

$1.2 billion surplus to a $656 million dollar deficit. During 

that time, costs of everything have gone up and property taxes 

are still too high. Families have already tightened their belts 

and government is failing them. While I agree that 

government should cut waste where it exists, these cuts go 

beyond that. Our state is cutting funds for survivors of 

domestic violence, veterans, people with disabilities, and 

more. We all want lower taxes. We also all need clean 

drinking water, the police to show up when you need them, 

and nice roads. The way to stabilize our budget and economy 

is to grow Nebraska by bringing in more business, creating 

more high paying jobs, and building our workforce. 

James. J. Charvat III: The best way to manage a budget is to 

increase the cash flow by generating more revenue. A budget 

is very difficult to follow during times when our government 

prints money and we are in $40 trillion of debt. Rather than 

managing the budget I’d consider other income streams to 

offset deficit spending and better invest our money, long-term 

for a higher return to pay off debt and put more money back in 

our people’s pocket. 

Sheila Korth-Focken: We will cut wasteful and unnecessary 

spending to reduce Nebraskans’ income, sales and property 

taxes by at least 25 percent in Year 1, with additional relief in 

Years 2-4. I have a specific plan to cut unnecessary spending, 

with details on my website at www.sheilakorth.com. Cutting 

unnecessary spending – such as earmarks, fraud, improper 

payments, contracts for lobbyists & salaries for foreigners – 

will enable more money to stay in Nebraskans’ pockets where 

it belongs. Our budget reforms protect state funding for 

individuals with disabilities and other vulnerable individuals 

and their families. We will also protect funding for vital 

infrastructure and services, prioritizing kids’ safety and public 

safety. 

4-yr term, limited to 2 terms, $105,000 salary (2026) 

The Governor of Nebraska is an elected constitutional 

officer, the head of the executive branch and the highest 

state office in Nebraska. The governor is popularly elected 

every four years by a plurality and is limited to two 

consecutive terms with at least one term intervening before 

the same individual may seek the office again. The 

Lieutenant Governor is the second ranking officer of the 

executive branch and the first officer in line to succeed the 

Governor. 

How would you manage the state budget while 

protecting services that support Nebraska families and 

communities? 

https://lynnewalz.com/
https://www.facebook.com/lynnewalzfornebraska
https://thenebraskagovernor.com/
https://sheilakorth.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61585093571648
https://www.jimpillen.com/
https://www.facebook.com/JimPillenforGovernor
https://garyrogge4governorne.com/
https://jacytodd4negovernor.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578614833056
http://www.sheilakorth/
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Jim Pillen: As Governor, I've made it my mission to run 

government like a business. That means cutting spending 

while improving services. In my first year in office, I worked 

with the Legislature to pass and sign historic tax relief for 

Nebraskans, and we're taking aggressive steps to solve the 

property tax crisis. I'm proud that during my time as Governor 

our state has achieved the highest credit rating possible (AAA) 

and been consistently graded highly for fiscal responsibility. 

With another term, our administration will continue to 

prioritize rooting out waste, fraud, and abuse, so that we can 

deliver the efficiency and effectiveness in government that 

Nebraskans demand, deserve, and model in their own lives. 

Gary Rogge: Stop spending on state projects that are not 

important to the people of Nebraska. Projects that are pushed 

by egos of non 

elected state officials. UNMC expansion on president Golds  

pet project....3 Billlion dollars for research on diseases not 

found in Nebraska. A big money pit for all Nebraskans. 

Supported by Board of Regents and party loyalist to whom? 

Mr. Gold, why? We have CDC and many other research 

hospitals 

in US. Why does Nebraskans paying for what? 

Jacy Todd: I will do a line-by-line audit of our state to see 

where our money has been spent. I have a suspician that we'll 

uncover plenty of fraud and be able to pay for all the needed 

services in Nebraska. 

 

 

Lynne Walz: I value local control. What is best for California 

or Alabama is not what is best for Nebraska. The same is true 

at the state level. The needs that communities, like Valentine 

face, are very different from communities like Omaha and 

Lincoln. Most of the decisions that impact our daily lives are 

best coming from our neighbors who understand the 

communities they are elected to represent. The state and 

federal governments roles should be to create opportunities for 

businesses, farmers, ranchers, and the people to be successful. 

Government should keep citizens safe, and to provide the 

basic framework and accountability measures to ensure that 

government is efficient, responsive, and supportive to the 

people they serve. 

James. J. Charvat III: I believe Nebraska is Ground Zero for 

federal change. If my vision can come true in the state of 

Nebraska, there’s no reason it can’t prosper throughout the 

United States. 

Sheila Korth-Focken: I believe states should respect the 

constitution and effectively implement laws enacted at the 

federal level. I don't believe states should interfere with the 

First, Second, Fourth, or other amendments. I believe in 

individual liberty and protection of landowners' property 

rights.  

Where appropriate, states should enact laws that serve their 

residents and efficiently administer federal programs 

delegated to the states.  

Where federal programs fall short at accomplishing their 

goals, I believe states should work swiftly with the federal 

government to ensure goals are met. One example is the VA 

failing to provide adequate and timely medical care to our 

veterans. I will prioritize this issue as Governor because we 

must support our veterans. 

Jim Pillen: I believe in state solutions and local control - 

especially when it comes to education. We were the first state 

in the nation to opt-in to the Federal Scholarship Tax Credit, 

opening the door for Nebraskans to send their kids to the 

school that best fits them and helps unlock their potential. As 

Governor, I've also developed relationships and partnerships 

with President Trump and his team. It's made a real difference 

for Nebraska, from bringing over $200 million in federal 

funding for rural healthcare (the 8th highest in the country) as 

part of the Rural Health Transformation Program to 

meaningful relief in disaster aid after last year's destructive 

storms. 

Gary Rogge: We must react.....only what is good for our 

citizens. States' rights. Voters first. 

Jacy Todd: My approach is that both states and the federal 

government have important roles, and neither should 

dominate. States should have the freedom to handle local 

issues and reflect their communities, while the federal 

government should step in to protect constitutional rights and 

address national concerns. The goal is a balanced system 

where the federal government sets key protections, and states 

have room to adapt and innovate. 

 

 

Lynne Walz: First, I would declare that Nebraska is open for 

business. Whether you want to start a business, expand your 

business, or re-locate your business, Nebraska wants you here. 

Economic development is my top priority and I’ll be looking 

to work with business leaders, farmers, ranchers, and others to 

grow Nebraska in both our urban and rural communities. We 

need to be competitive with our tax rates and our incentive 

programs and ensure that those programs are working as they 

should as technology and our economy shifts. The best asset 

Nebraska has is our people. Nebraskans are hard working. 

And Nebraska is a great place to raise a family. We have 

What is your approach to balancing states’ rights and 

federal authority? 

How would you pitch Nebraska to a business looking to 

locate here? 
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quality public schools and a low cost of living compared to 

other states. 

James. J. Charvat III: I don’t enjoy the idea of pitching 

Nebraska I believe companies understand the values of our 

citizens and will choose to be here for the kind hearts of our 

people. Truly western Nebraska is under represented and 

underfunded rather than pitching for businesses to relocate 

here I would rather invest more and who is already here and 

grow it from the inside out that will attract anyone and 

everyone once we become a thriving population. 

Sheila Korth-Focken: We have a lower cost of living, an 

educated workforce, one of the lowest unemployment rates in 

the country, good infrastructure and good schools. After my 

tax cut plan is implemented, we will also have lower and more 

competitive tax rates in Nebraska as well, so we are closer to 

those in surrounding states. Lower taxes will help reduce the 

cost of housing and utilities. When I am Governor, businesses 

will also have an advocate in our state who will reduce 

unnecessary, burdensome regulations and paperwork. I will 

also be a Governor who is responsive to concerns from 

Nebraskans and businesses in our state, unlike the current 

administration which does not take meetings from individuals 

looking to start new businesses in our state. 

Jim Pillen: There's no place like Nebraska and no one can 

outcompete Nebraskans. Over the last three years, we've made 

major strides in attracting businesses  to and investment in our 

state and in keeping born and bred Nebraskans here at home 

for the long-term. Our economy grew by 5% in the latter 

quarter of 2025 and through initiatives like our Grow the 

Good Life Incentive are rewarding companies for hiring top 

talent for good-paying jobs. Nebraska is blessed with 

tremendous natural resources and recently became #1 in 

ethanol and #1 in cattle. The sky is the limit for our business-

friendly economic environment, and that means better 

affordability and increased standard of living for all of our 

people. 

Gary Rogge: Look at Nebraska, its government, its people. 

No free electricity or water. Can't  buy  politicans. 

Jacy Todd: The fact that more people are leaving Nebraska 

than moving in points directly to a leadership problem- one 

rooted in priorities, not resources. If the state leaders focused 

on accountability, smart investment, and creating genuine 

opportunity, they could reverse that trend. Fixing the outflow 

starts with proving that Nebraska isn't just a great place to do 

business, but a place where people truly want to live and build 

their future. 

 

 

Lynne Walz: 1. Work-ethic. A strong work ethic is the 

Nebraska way of life. It’s what you do to take care of your 

family and give back to your community. When you work 

hard, you should be able to earn enough to take care of your 

family. 2. Freedom. Government should be protecting our 

freedoms, not taking them away. No one should tell 

Nebraskans how to live, how to love, or what to think. 

Everyone should be free to make their own decisions about 

what is right for their lives. 3. Honesty. Nebraskans expect our 

neighbors to be honest. Our leaders should do the same. We 

need leaders who will stand up to political parties and special 

interest groups to do what is best for Nebraskans. We need to 

restore integrity in state government. 

James. J. Charvat III: My top three Nebraska values are 

peace, presence, and a good strong heart. 

Sheila Korth-Focken: My top 3 Nebraska values - because I 

believe they accurately represent Nebraskans - are 

hardworking, supportive, and willing to sacrifice.  

These values are also related to my top three priorities as 

Governor: 

(1) Hardworking - Nebraskans are hardworking. Many 

Nebraskans work more than one job. Nebraskans deserve to 

keep more of the money they earn instead of paying taxes to 

the state & the state wasting the money.  

(2) Supportive - If Nebraskans know someone needs help, 

they step up to the plate. As Governor, I will exemplify these 

values in my administration. 

(3) Willing to sacrifice - Nebraska has one of the highest rates 

of residents joining the military. I will support them the same 

way they protect us - with everything we have. 

Jim Pillen: Kids - Our kids are our future and they must be 

the center of our focus in government. As Governor, I've 

signed legislation protecting the unborn, banning sex changes 

for minors, and keeping boys out of girls' sports - we lead with 

common sense and are building a culture of life and love. 

Taxes - I believe in low taxes so that Nebraskans keep more of 

their hard-earned income. We're running government like a 

business and maximizing efficiency in our state agencies. 

Agriculture - Nebraska farmers and ranchers feed and fuel the 

world. As the first farmer Governor in over 100 years, I'm 

proud to advance policies that bolster our agriculture industry 

- from prohibiting foreign adversaries from buying land here 

to banning bioreactor-grown "meat." 

Gary Rogge: Quality public education  

Small town up bringing 

Respect for others. 

Jacy Todd: 1)Hard work and strong integrity: In Nebraska, 

hard work is a point of pride, rooted in the belief that effort 

and honesty go hand in hand. 

Describe your top three Nebraska values. 
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2). Family-focused and safty: Family stands at the center of 

Nebraska life. For Nebraskans, creating a stable, safe 

environment for family is the foundation that allows 

everything else to thrive. 

3). Strong community and connections: Nebraska's 

communities are tightly knit, built on the belief that people 

rise together. 

 

 

Secretary of State 

 

Lee M. Cimfel (D): Education: general education degree; 

Military Experience: scouts; Volunteer Experience: goodwill 

Sarah J. Slattery (D): Education: Daniel J. Gross High 

School, class of 2000, Creighton University, BA 2004, 

Institute for Culinary Arts, Metropolitan Community College, 

AAS 2011; Volunteer Experience: Plattsmouth Library Board, 

Plattsmouth Bridge Commission, Visiting Nurse Association, 

March of Dimes, EDGE Nebraska City, American Red Cross, 

Keep Cass County Beautiful 

Website: https://www.slatteryfornebraska.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SlatteryforNE 

Bob Evnen (R): Education: Michigan State University, B.A. 

with high honor, 1974; University of Southern California Law 

School, J.D., 1977; Current Office held: Nebraska Secretary 

of State, 2019 – present; Past Office held: Nebraska State 

Board of Education, 2005 – 2012 

Website: https://www.bobevnenfornebraska.com/ 

Scott Petersen (R): Education: University of Iowa, Bachelor 

of Business Administration (BBA); Volunteer Experience: 

Former Chairman, Douglas County Republican Party; 

Member, Nebraska Republican Party Executive Committee; 

National Delegate to the 2024 Republican National 

Convention; involvement in grassroots civic and election 

integrity efforts across Nebraska 

Website: https://www.petersenfornebraska.com/ 

Facebook: facebook.com/PetersenForNebraska 

X: @PetersenForNE 

 

 

Lee M. Cimfel: Talk about this with the news agency. 

Sarah J. Slattery: Elections in Nebraska have ALWAYS 

been secure, even before the Voter ID law. Now that our 

elections are extra secure, we need to look into instituting 

same-day voter registration so that we can get more eligible 

voters to show up at the polls! 

Democracy thrives with vast voter turnout!  

Bob Evnen: I have been working for election integrity during 

the entirety of my service as Nebraska's Secretary of State. I 

championed a Voter ID law that assures the identity of voters 

while assuring that all legitimate voters can cast their ballots. 

We test the accuracy of every ballot tabulator across the state 

three times before every statewide election, and we conduct a 

hand count audit of a percentage of the precincts across the 

state after every statewide primary and general election. There 

are many other actions that we take to assure that Nebraska's 

elections are safe, secure and accurate. 

Scott Petersen: Confidence comes from clear, transparent 

processes. I would strengthen chain-of-custody procedures, 

expand post-election audits, improve voter roll accuracy, and 

increase public access to election information. For vote-by-

mail, I support maintaining it for those who need it—such as 

military and absentee voters—while ensuring strong 

verification standards and secure handling. Elections should 

be simple, secure, and accessible, with safeguards that allow 

every legal voter to participate and have confidence their vote 

is counted accurately. 

 

Lee M. Cimfel: Empower the soldiers of the national guard, 

to ensure constitutional rights are secure. 

Sarah J. Slattery: Ballot initiatives are a constitutional 

RIGHT for Nebraskans. Nothing should stand in their way. 

The “picking and choosing” of which ballot initiatives should 

or should not be unfairly scrutinized needs to stop.  

It is the Secretary of State’s job to adhere to and apply the 

laws as written. It’s not up for interpretation or any kind of 

partisan influence.  

I’ll protect the ballot initiative process by not caving to 

political pressure to toss out signatures or circumvent the 

process entirely. 

Bob Evnen: Most recently I have asked for legislation that 

keeps foreign money out of our initiative campaigns. We have 

such a prohibition now, but it is weak and we have had 

millions of dollars of foreign money pour into our initiative 

campaigns in Nebraska. This is wrong and contrary to law. 

My legislation requires certifications under law that no foreign 

money was given or received, and imposes stiff monetary 

4-year term, $85,000 salary (2026) 

The Nebraska Secretary of State has responsibilities over 

the following areas: elections, business registrations, 

occupational licensing, state rules and regulations, records 

management, international relations and youth civics 

programs. The secretary of state is the keeper of the Great 

Seal of the State of Nebraska, and the office is the 

repository for official state documents. By law, the 

secretary of state serves on a number of state boards. 

What steps would you take to ensure elections are 

secure, trusted and accessible, including vote-by-mail 

ballots? 

How will you protect Nebraskans’ constitutional right 

to initiate ballot measures? 

https://www.slatteryfornebraska.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SlatteryforNE
https://www.bobevnenfornebraska.com/
https://www.petersenfornebraska.com/
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penalties for violation. 

Scott Petersen: The initiative process is a fundamental right 

in Nebraska. I will ensure it is administered fairly, 

consistently, and in accordance with the law. That includes 

clear guidance, transparent procedures, and equal application 

of requirements for all participants. My role is not to influence 

outcomes, but to safeguard the process so citizens can exercise 

their rights with confidence. 

 

 

Lee M. Cimfel: Yes 

Sarah J. Slattery: Absolutely. It’s plainly laid out in Article 1 

of the United States Constitution, and it has worked for 250 

years.  

ANY suggestion that this should be changed now is 

unpatriotic at best and nefarious at worst. Our elections in 

Nebraska have always been safe and secure, and I intend to 

keep them that way! 

Bob Evnen: The U.S. Constitution explicitly makes state 

legislatures responsible for running the elections in their 

states. In Nebraska, the Unicameral passed the Election Act 

many years ago, and designate the Secretary of State as the 

chief election officer, who by the terms of this statute is 

responsible to interpret and enforce the Act. 

Scott Petersen: Yes. The U.S. Constitution gives states 

primary responsibility for administering elections. That 

responsibility includes setting procedures, maintaining voter 

rolls, and ensuring elections are conducted fairly and securely. 

With that authority comes the duty to follow both state and 

federal law while protecting the integrity of the process. 

Nebraska should manage its elections responsibly, 

transparently, and in a way that maintains public confidence. 

 

State Treasurer 

 

Daniel Ebers (D): No response received. 

 

Joey Spellerberg (R): Education: Graduate from Archbishop 

Bergan High School, Fremont, NE, Bachelors degree in 

Marketing and Sales, University of Alabama Birmingham 

(UAB); Current Office held: State Treasurer, 2025-Present; 

Past Office held: Fremont Mayor, 2020-2025; Volunteer 

Experience: Former Chairman of the Fremont Area 

Leadership Prayer Breakfast, Rotarian - Fremont Rotary 

Club, Board Member of the Fremont Area Chamber of 

Commerce, Graduate of Leadership Fremont, Christ 

Community Church in Omaha 

Website: https://www.joeyspellerberg.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JoeyLSpellerberg 

 

 

Joey Spellerberg: As Mayor of Fremont, I managed multi-

million-dollar budgets, cut the city’s property tax levy by over 

25%, and reduced unnecessary taxes while maintaining 

essential services. I have real-world experience making 

responsible financial decisions, prioritizing long-term stability 

over short-term gains. I understand that state investments and 

pension funds must be managed with discipline, transparency, 

and a focus on protecting taxpayers and retirees. As Treasurer, 

I will apply conservative financial principles, demand 

accountability, and ensure Nebraska’s funds are invested 

wisely and securely for the future. 

 

 

Joey Spellerberg: Transparency is essential to earning the 

public’s trust. As Treasurer, I will ensure Nebraskans have 

clear, accessible, and timely information about how their tax 

dollars are managed. That means strengthening financial 

reporting, modernizing online transparency tools, and making 

state investment and pension data easy to understand. I will 

support regular, detailed audits and hold agencies accountable 

for responsible stewardship. Taxpayers deserve to know where 

Do you believe that states are responsible for running 

elections under the U.S. Constitution? Explain your 

answer. 

4-year term, $85,000 (2026) 

The State Treasurer is the chief financial officer of 

Nebraska’s government. The Treasurer is responsible for 

maintaining the state funds by investing and maintaining 

the state budget. The department’s main purpose is to 

invest state funds and maintain accurate records of 

transactions enacted by the state. The state office also 

disperses funds to local governments as needed, keeps 

track of unclaimed property and helps with investments. 

What are your qualifications to oversee state 

investments and pension funds? 

How would you ensure transparency in the 

management and reporting of state finances? 

https://www.joeyspellerberg.com/
https://www.facebook.com/JoeyLSpellerberg
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their money is going, and I will work to ensure state finances 

are open, honest, and fully transparent. 

 

 

Joey Spellerberg: My top priorities are protecting taxpayer 

dollars, ensuring strong returns on state investments, 

increasing transparency, improving affordability, and 

returning unclaimed property to its rightful owners. As 

Treasurer, I will apply disciplined, conservative investment 

strategies focused on long-term stability. I will modernize 

transparency tools so Nebraskans can clearly see how their 

money is managed. I will also work to return unclaimed funds 

to the people—because it’s their money. My focus will be on 

responsible management and delivering real value for 

Nebraskans. 

 

 

Attorney General 

 

Jocelyn Brasher (D): No response received. 

Mike Hilgers (R): No response received. 

 

 

Auditor of Public Accounts 

 

No candidates from other political parties have filed. 

 

Mike Foley (R): No response received. 

 

 

Public Service Commissioner 

 

District 2 

Wendy DeBoer (D): No response received.  

Dennis McCann (R): No response received. 

 

 

COUNTY TICKET 
Douglas County Assessor/Register of Deeds 

 

No candidates from other political parties have filed. 

 

Dakotah Smith (D): This candidate will auto-advance to the 

General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Douglas County Attorney 

 

As Treasurer, what would be your highest priorities 

for the next four years, and how do you intend to 

accomplish them? 

4-year term, $95,000 (2026) 

The Attorney General is the chief representative for legal 

matters of for the state. The attorney general’s office is 

separated into the civil litigation bureau, criminal bureau, 

legal services bureau and the public protection bureau. The 

duties and authority of the office are derived from the 

Nebraska Constitution, statutory enactments and common 

law. 

4-year term, $85,000 (2026) 

The Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts is an executive 

position in Nebraska’s state government. The mission of 

the office is “to provide independent, accurate, and timely 

audits, reviews, or investigations of the financial 

operations of Nebraska State and local governments. 

6-year term, $75,000 salary. 

The Public Service Commission is a constitutionally 

created executive body comprised of five seats including 

one chairperson. This commission is responsible for 

regulating telecommunications carriers, natural gas 

jurisdictional utilities, major oil pipelines, railroad safety, 

household goods movers and passenger carriers, grain 

warehouses and dealers, construction of manufactured and 

modular homes and recreational vehicles, high-voltage 

electric transmission lines, and private water company 

rates. The Commission also oversees and administers the 

Nebraska Universal Service Fund the Enhanced Wireless 

911 Fund, and the Nebraska Telecommunications Relay 

System Fund. 

4-year term, $170,954 (2026) 

Duties are to provide fair and equitable assessments for all 

Douglas County properties and maintain the integrity of 

Douglas County's official property records. 

4-year term, $250,883 (2026) 

The County Attorney's Office is responsible for: Felony 

criminal prosecution; Misdemeanor domestic violence 

prosecution; Juvenile delinquency prosecution; Child 

protection prosecution; Coroner's duties; Inheritance tax 

review; Providing legal support to the officials and 

employees of Douglas County; Civil litigation on behalf of 

Douglas County 
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Makayla Danner (D): Education: Creighton University, 

Bachelor of Arts and University of Iowa, Juris Doctorate; 

Volunteer Experience: St. Cecilia School Board President, 

Buffett Middle PTO VP, Picotte Elementary PTO,  Girl Scouts 

of Nebraska, YMCA and SOA Youth Sports Coach, Creighton 

University Alumni Advisory, Sacred Heart Mentoring 

Program, Open Door Mission, Omaha 360 

Website: https://dannerfordouglas.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DannerforDouglas/ 

Amy Jacobsen (D): Education: Graduated from UNL College 

of Law and Current adjunct professor teaching trial practice 

at UNL College of Law; Volunteer Experience: I currently 

serve on the Child Death Review Team and Maternal 

Mortality Review Team.  I volunteer weekly at the Stephen 

Center & I am an active member of the Benevolent & 

Protective Order of Elks for nearly 20 years, which serves 

youth and Veterans 

Website: https://jacobsenforcountyattorney.com/ 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578868545208 

Instagram: @amyjacobsenforca 

Don Kleine (R): This candidate will auto-advance to the 

General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

 

Makayla Danner: My approach to enforcing criminal law is 

grounded in one principle: justice requires both strength and 

restraint. It is a responsibility based on evidence, law and 

ethics, not pressure or politics. I respect due process and civil 

liberties at every step because people want to know that their 

voices matter, that they will be heard and that the system will 

treat them fairly, regardless of outcome. At the same time, I 

am committed to protecting victims and holding offenders 

accountable. Every decision, from charging to resolution, is 

deliberate, fair and transparent. This balance builds trust and 

strengthens public safety, which is why I am honored to be 

endorsed by Mayor Ewing. We will work together to ensure 

justice is done the right way. 

Amy Jacobsen: Due process is under attack, and I will fight 

to make sure the office protects these rights. We have already 

seen how different communities across our nation have been 

unfairly targeted, and I am ready to stand up against 

government overreach. I’m the only primary candidate who 

has the felony trial experience needed to start on Day 1 and 

protect our civil liberties. I have tried over 150 Jury trials, 

holding violent criminals accountable and seeking justice for 

victims of sex and violent crimes. I will work to address the 

root causes of crime in our community and support more 

mental health and diversion programs to keep us safe. We 

need to consider an individual's background and 

circumstances to most effectively reduce recidivism. 

 

Makayla Danner: Born and raised in Omaha, I understand 

that building community trust starts with transparency, 

consistency, and accountability. I would modernize case 

management and publish prosecution data. I will implement 

regular public reporting on charging decisions, case outcomes, 

and office performance so the community understands how 

decisions are made. I believe in open communication, holding 

community forums and engaging directly with residents. As 

County Attorney, I will investigate findings, require 

documentation for declined cases, and implement 

comprehensive ethics training. Trust is earned by being fair, 

accessible, and transparent and by ensuring our actions 

consistently reflect the values we expect from the justice 

system. 

Amy Jacobsen: As the County Attorney, I promise to be 

accountable and transparent to the people that I serve. Public 

perception and trust in the office have slipped. I will bring 

strong leadership that fights for what is right, not what is 

politically convenient. I will regularly attend community 

forums and encourage deputy county attorneys to do so as 

well. I will collaborate with local leaders and law enforcement 

to improve accessibility and re-establish trust in the office. It’s 

time to be proactive and not reactive. I will listen to residents 

and be open to community feedback every chance I get. 

Douglas County is stronger when we work together, and I’m 

prepared to stand up for all members of our community and 

fight for change. 

 

 

Makayla Danner: My approach to juvenile justice is focused 

on accountability, intervention, and long-term outcomes. I will 

ensure experienced prosecutors handle juvenile cases and 

prioritize early intervention to stop cycles of harm. For non-

violent youth, I support evidence-based diversion, mental 

health resources, and community-based programs that address 

root causes. For serious offenses, there must be clear 

accountability. My administration will collaborate closely with 

law enforcement, educators, service providers, faith leaders, 

and residents, ensuring the County Attorney’s Office is 

responsive to the community. The goal is to protect public 

safety while giving young people the structure and support 

needed to change course and build a better future. 

Amy Jacobsen: I will bring a proactive approach to juvenile 

corrections that supports our youth before they can enter the 

system. Reaching kids at an early age is pivotal, and if they 

become involved in the justice system, we need to have 

What is your approach to ensuring enforcement of 

state and local criminal laws while respecting civil 

liberties and due process? 

How would you boost community trust and encourage 

transparency? 

How will you handle juvenile justice if you are elected? 

https://dannerfordouglas.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DannerforDouglas/
https://jacobsenforcountyattorney.com/
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578868545208
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diversion programs and other services ready for them. The 

best action we can take to reduce crime is through prevention 

efforts that address the root cause, which is often gang 

influence or housing and/or food insecurity. I will exhaust 

every option we have before turning to incarceration for non-

violent juvenile offenders. They should have every 

opportunity and resource to make a change. As County 

Attorney, I plan to work towards common-sense solutions to 

curb juvenile crime before it begins and support our youth. 

 

 

Douglas County Clerk of the District Court 

 

No candidates from other political parties have filed. 

 

Tom Barrett (D): Education: St. Roberts, Creighton Prep, 

University of NE/Lincoln (BA-History), Creighton University 

School of Law (J.D.); Past Office held: Omaha Public Power 

District (OPPD) Board Director from 2013 to 2019.; 

Volunteer Experience: Big Brothers & Big Sisters, Outward 

Bound Omaha -Assistant Instructor- previously affiliated w. 

NorthStar Foundation 

Website: https://barrett4nebraska.com/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Barrett4Nebraska 

Instagram: @Barrett4districtcourt 

Justin T. Wayne (D): Education: Creighton University BSBA, 

Creighton Law School; Past Office held: Nebraska State 

Senator LD #13 (2017 - 2025), Omaha Public School Board 

(2012 - 2017) 

Website: https://wayne4ne.com/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588558378177 

 

 

Tom Barrett: I would repair the working relationship with the 

Judges and District Court staff which has been strained in the 

last 3 years. Provide as many online services as possible so 

residents can use the office without driving downtown. 

Justin T. Wayne: I’ll reduce delays by setting clear 

turnaround standards for filing intake, docketing, record 

requests, and payments—and publishing simple monthly 

metrics so the public knows what to expect. I’ll triage urgent 

matters first (protection orders, juvenile/custody deadlines, 

warrants, imminent hearings) and run targeted backlog 

“sprints” until we’re current. Inside the office, I’ll cross-train 

staff, document procedures, and build coverage plans to 

prevent bottlenecks. We’ll use e-filing more like federal 

court—fast and consistent. The Clerk won’t play lawyer: 

accept administratively proper filings, flag issues, and let 

parties and judges decide legal disputes. 

 

 

Tom Barrett: I know basic information is available within the 

Douglas County website but I would to make the information 

more user-friendly and accessible to the residents. 

Justin T. Wayne: I’d improve accessibility by making court 

procedures and public information clearer, easier to find, and 

available online, by phone, and in person. I’ll publish plain-

language “how-to” guides, checklists, and FAQs for common 

tasks (filings, record requests, copies, payments, jury service) 

with step-by-step instructions and clear fee and turnaround 

info. I’ll modernize the website, improve e-filing guidance, 

add appointment options for high-volume services, and 

strengthen phone/email routing so people reach the right staff 

quickly. I’ll also expand disability accommodations and 

language access while protecting walk-in help for those 

without internet. 

 

 

Tom Barrett: The Clerk's Office and the Judges and their 

staff have to work hand in hand to be efficient and cost-

effective for the taxpayers. I promise to work my butt off to 

meet and listen to every Judge and their concerns. I solve 

problems, I don't create them. 

Justin T. Wayne: I’d enhance coordination by creating 

consistent operating routines with judges and county 

officials—because the Clerk’s Office is the “nerve center” of 

the justice system and a critical bridge to the public. I’ll hold 

regular check-ins with judges/court administration to review 

workflow, upcoming high-volume periods, and backlog using 

shared metrics. I’ll set clear escalation channels so urgent 

filing or docket issues are flagged quickly and resolved by the 

court, not stalled. With county officials, I’ll coordinate on 

staffing, training, records management, and tech upgrades—

using data to prioritize improvements without increasing 

taxpayer costs. 

 

4-year term, $148,501 (2026) 

Manages court records, filings, and administrative 

functions in Douglas County. 

What changes would you institute to reduce 

administrative delays and increase efficiency? 

How would you improve accessibility of court 

procedures and public information? 

How would you enhance coordination with judges and 

county officials? 

https://barrett4nebraska.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Barrett4Nebraska
https://wayne4ne.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588558378177
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Douglas County Commissioner 

 

District 2 

No candidates from other political parties have filed. 

 

James Cavanaugh (D): Education: B.A. Creighton 

University,J.D. Creighton University; Current Office held: 

Douglas County Commissioner 2015 – present; Volunteer 

Experience: Have served on community, cultural, educational, 

parish, professional and service organizations as board 

member and volunteer 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/VoteCavanaugh 

Whitney Hansen (D): Education: Bachelor of Science in 

Secondary Education with a Language Arts endorsement from 

University of Nebraska at Omaha. Graduate degrees in 

English and Library and Information Science in progress from 

Dominican University.; Volunteer Experience: hosted a 

fundraiser for Stray to Spay, hosted a fundraiser for The 

Trevor Project, hosted fundraiser for Omaha ForUs, 

organized "Dykes Against ICE" protest, hosted "Authors 

Against ICE" fundraiser, teaching artist and in-prison 

volunteer for RISE 

Website: https://www.hansenforomaha.com/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61577703935200 

Instagram: @hansen4omaha 

 

 

James Cavanaugh: We should only be required to pay taxes 

necessary to provide needed public services. Government 

should NEVER waste tax dollars or charge taxpayers more 

than needed to run government efficiently. I have consistently 

fought waste and pushed for lower property taxes. I believe we 

work for you. 

Whitney Hansen: While I as a teacher appreciate the school 

funding that property taxes bring, I would absolutely support 

this constituent's feelings. Wage growth has fallen behind the 

rising cost of living. As a working class individual, I know 

that literally every dollar counts. In this case, I would work 

with the constituent to find the perfect avenue for their 

concerns, whether that means taking their concerns to the 

county board or helping them prepare to give testimony to city 

council. 

 

 

James Cavanaugh: Douglas County wasted millions in tax 

dollars building a new kids jail cellblock downtown. It has 

stood empty since it's construction because it was poorly 

designed ,financed with non voter approved bonds,managed 

by a private board, built with no bid construction contracts, 

paid for with the largest property tax increase this century and 

hasn't helped a single child. I opposed it from the start . I 

proposed refurbishing the Youth Center campus on 42nd and 

Woolworth at a fraction of the cost of the kids jail fiasco 

downtown.  

We house all the approx 80 children in our custody at the 

Youth Center on 42nd St. It would double our costs to open 

two facilities. We should stop the waste. repurpose the kids 

jail and fix the Youth Center . 

Whitney Hansen: There is no reason for Douglas County to 

have two youth correctional facilities. Frankly, the Douglas 

County Youth Center was/is a waste of taxpayer money and 

almost certainly should never have been built in the first place. 

While it is a newer building, which is important from an 

infrastructure standpoint, it does not have the necessary 

capacity for a full transition to this building. It is up to the 

county board and other responsible parties to determine what 

to do with this building. As county commissioner, I would 

argue for transitioning this building into a Permanent 

Supportive Housing facility for unhoused people. 

 

 

James Cavanaugh: We work for you. Stop waste, lower 

property taxes, increase efficiency of needed services like 

improve long term healthcare & mental healthcare services, 

public safety, juvenile justice, renewable energy upgrades and 

community grant support. 

Whitney Hansen: 1. Community engagement. Douglas 

County deserves elected officials who are actively engaged in 

their community. This means volunteering, partnering with 

community organizations, and attending community meetings 

and events. 

2. Mental health. As county commissioner, I would strengthen 

and expand our available community mental health resources 

so that more folks could access important services.  

3. Omaha's STI rates. While our numbers have started to 

decrease, Omaha has historically had some of the highest STI 

rates in the country. As county commissioner, I would 

reorganize our current STI testing resources (ex. shifting 

county clinic hours) in order to allow for more patients to get 

available testing.   

 

4-year term, $61,310.96 (2026) 

The county operates under the board of commissioners-

administrator form of government. Policymaking and 

legislative authority is vested in the Board of 

Commissioners, which consists of seven members. The 

Board of Commissioners is responsible, among other 

things, for passing resolutions, adopting the budget, 

appointing committees and hiring the county's chief 

administrative officer. The board is elected within their 

respective districts. 

What would you tell a constituent who is concerned 

about high property taxes? 

How should Douglas County allocate and manage its 

two youth correctional facilities? 

What would your priorities be as county 

commissioner? 

https://www.facebook.com/VoteCavanaugh
https://www.hansenforomaha.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61577703935200
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District 4 

No candidates from other political parties have filed. 

 

Chris Chappelear (R): No biographical information 

submitted 

Website: https://chrischappelear.com/ 

X: @chrischappelear 

Instagram: https://instagram.com/chrischappelear 

P.J. Morgan (R): Current Public Office: Douglas County 

Commissioner, District 4; Past Public Office: Nebraska State 

Senator, 1971 - 1973; Mayor of Omaha, 1989 - 1994; 

Douglas County Commissioner, 2011 -; Volunteer Experience: 

Board of Governors, UNMC; Board of Governors & Division 

Chairman, United Way; Education Chair, Nebraska American 

Cancer Society; President, Independent Free Appraisers; 

Board Member, Salvation Army; Board Member, Omaha 

Chamber of Commerce 

Website: https://votepjmorgan.com/ 

 

 

Chris Chappelear: They are right to be concerned. Douglas 

County has expanded beyond its core, state-mandated 

responsibilities at significant cost. We need to focus on 

mandated services, and stop spending beyond what taxpayers 

can afford. 

P.J. Morgan: Property taxes are definitely too high. In fact, 

they're the fourth highest in the country! When I ran for re-

election to this office four years ago and had no challenger, I 

still made a promise to never raise taxes. I have kept that 

promise. Moreover, I have volunteered to help hundreds of 

individuals and small business owners reduce their unfair 

property valuation, thereby reducing their due taxes. Lastly, I 

believe the state legislature should cap property taxes at 5% or 

less per year, similar to 20 other states. I worked with former 

state senator Mike McDonnell to introduce a bill to do this in 

the legislature. I will continue to serve as a voice for sound 

fiscal policy. 

 

 

Chris Chappelear: The downtown facility was a terrible idea 

and should be decommissioned, and the 42nd Street facility 

should be improved. I won’t pretend that spending $5-7 

million a year to both two facilities is feasible. 

P.J. Morgan: I supported building the new youth correctional 

facility, but I advocated for adding an additional floor to make 

it a smarter investment able to handle future expansion. 

Today, the facility is too small to properly serve its purpose. 

The cost to operate both is roughly $400,000 per month, 

which is a huge sum of money. In order to properly operate 

both facilities, we need to figure out how to afford it without 

raising taxes. Ultimately, I believe we need to properly staff 

the facilities and provide care for the incarcerated. 

 

Chris Chappelear: To reduce the property tax rate, cut 

spending, and make the county budget process more 

transparent with annual budget hearings for every department 

and a line-item budget provided sooner than a few days prior 

to the vote. 

P.J. Morgan: My first priority: be a good steward of the 

taxpayer dollars entrusted to us. As Chairman of the Finance 

Committee, my goal is to run the county as efficiently as 

possible while providing outstanding county services and not 

raising taxes. 

 

District 6 

John McCann (D): This candidate will auto-advance to the 

General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

Colleen Brennan (R): No response received 

Tim Donahue (R): Education: Daniel J. Gross High School, 

Metropolitan Community College. 

Website: https://www.neighborsfordonahue.com/ 

 

 

Tim Donahue: We need to do this differently, Families need 

to be able to stay in their home , and be able to provide the 

basics. By raising property taxes and valuations, this raises the 

Monthly house payment Making it harder to raise  a family.  

My plan is a staggered increase that won't disrupt a family's 

way of life, instead of a one and done increase that we see 

currently. 

 

 

Tim Donahue: We have been put in a position that needs a 

solution, The blame game is over.  I am the only candidate 

that deals with the problems involving juvenile issues.  As a 

Commissioner, I will work to rectify the problem , get the 

property used , and quit spending money on an empty Juvenile 

center 

 

 

Tim Donahue: Mental Health for our residents has always 

been a concern, In my 30 years of Service I have seen the 

system fail us. I believe we need to make Mental health 

assistance more available, in a residential type setting.  

Offering our clients, a safe and dignified treatment program.  

By working with local partners I believe we can do this. 

Accountability for our tax dollars: Where is it going, and 

where can I see results.  Sub standard roads and bridges is 

What would you tell a constituent who is concerned 

about high property taxes? 

How should Douglas County allocate and manage its 

two youth correctional facilities? 

What would your priorities be as county 

commissioner? 

What would you tell a constituent who is concerned 

about high property taxes? 

How should Douglas County allocate and manage its 

two youth correctional facilities? 

What would your priorities be as county 

commissioner? 

https://chrischappelear.com/
https://instagram.com/chrischappelear
https://votepjmorgan.com/
https://www.neighborsfordonahue.com/
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something we all see. but never seems to get rectified.   I want 

my constituents to see a tangible difference in their 

community, and know that money is well spent when it 

improves the lives of Douglas County residents.  

 

 

Douglas County Engineer 

 

No candidates from other political parties have filed. 

 

Todd Pfitzer (R): This candidate will auto-advance to the 

General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

 

Douglas County Sheriff 

 

Mark Martinez (D): This candidate will auto-advance to the 

General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Aaron Hanson (R): This candidate will auto-advance to the 

General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

 

Douglas County Treasurer 

 

No candidates from other political parties have filed. 

 

Christian Espinosa Torres (D): Education: Bachelor of 

Science in Economics and Master of Arts in Sociology; 

Volunteer Experience: Chair, Nebraska Early Childhood 

Collaborative 2021 – Present, Secretary, Heartland Workers 

Center, UNMC IRB, Board Member 

Website: https://www.christianfortreasurer.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/christianfortreasurer 
Other Social Media: 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/christian-for-treasurer/ 

Tony Vargas (D): Education: University of Rochester; Past 

Offices held: Omaha Public Schools Board of Education and 

Nebraska Legislature - State Senator, District 7; Volunteer 

Experience: Board of Directors for the following 

organizations: Partnership for Kids, Latino Economic 

Development Council, Opera Omaha, and the Rose Theatre 

Board. I serve on the Aksarben Foundation Floor Committee. 

I’m also a Presidential Leadership Scholar. 

Website: https://vargasfornebraska.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TonyVargasNE 

Instagram: @tonyvargasne 

 

 

Christian Espinosa Torres: My experience spans city 

government, federal services, and nonprofit leadership, giving 

me strong skills in fiscal oversight, policy implementation, 

and community engagement. As Assistant Director of Human 

Rights and Relations for the City of Omaha, I manage 

complex programs and ensure accountability and compliance. 

With a B.S. in Economics and an M.A. in Sociology, I bring 

both financial analysis and systems level thinking. I developed 

ONEBiz, the City’s small business initiative, expanding access 

to capital, contracts, and technical assistance for local 

entrepreneurs. 

Tony Vargas: I’ve spent over a decade serving our 

community—first on the Omaha Public Schools Board and 

then in the Nebraska Legislature, where I served eight years 

on the Appropriations Committee. I helped deliver balanced 

state budgets, managing more than $8 billion annually, and led 

Nebraska’s first long-term fiscal planning law. 

Professionally, I’ve worked with large school districts and 

state education agencies to improve financial systems and 

drive efficiency. 

I’m proud to have the support of former Douglas County 

Treasurer and now Omaha Mayor John Ewing Jr., reflecting 

our shared  commitment to fiscal responsibility and service. 

As a dad and homeowner, I’ll bring transparency and 

accountability for taxpayers. 

 

 

Christian Espinosa Torres: I would communicate changes 

clearly, consistently, and proactively, using plain language to 

explain what is changing, why it matters, and how it affects 

taxpayers. I would use town halls, social media, mailers, and 

partnerships with community organizations to reach diverse 

audiences. I would publish easy to read breakdowns of how 

property taxes are calculated and where dollars go. As a native 

4-year term, $177,737 (2026) 

The elected official must be a licensed engineer. Nebraska 

state law (23-1901) defines the duties of the County 

Engineer, and designates the county engineer in this 

county as the highway superintendent. 

4-year term, $61,310.96 (2026) 

Maintains law and order and ensures public safety 

4-year term, $61,310.96 (2026) 

Collects and manages county funds, including property 

taxes and fees. 

What specific personal or professional experiences 

make you the best fit for this role? 

How would you communicate changes to taxpayers and 

improve understanding and transparency around 

property tax collection? 

https://www.christianfortreasurer.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christianfortreasurer
https://www.linkedin.com/company/christian-for-treasurer/
https://vargasfornebraska.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TonyVargasNE
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Spanish speaker, I would ensure full communication in 

Spanish to expand access, build trust, and strengthen 

transparency for all taxpayers. 

Tony Vargas: Property taxes shouldn’t feel confusing or 

disconnected from daily life. The Treasurer’s office should be 

a bridge—not a barrier. I would prioritize clear, proactive 

communication through user-friendly tools, plain-language 

explanations, and real-time updates so taxpayers understand 

what they owe, why, and where their dollars go. 

Transparency also means accessible reporting—turning 

complex financial data into clear, digestible information that 

builds trust. I would expand outreach on deadlines and 

foreclosure prevention, working with community partners to 

help residents before they’re in crisis. 

Finally, we must meet people where they are—using digital 

tools and social media to keep taxpayers informed, engaged, 

and empowered. 

 

Christian Espinosa Torres: I would safeguard large revenue 

flows through strict internal controls, regular audits, and 

real‑time monitoring of collections and expenditures. 

Transparency would be central: I would provide clear, 

accessible reports showing how funds are collected, allocated, 

and spent, and make this information available to the public 

online. I would use plain language summaries, visual 

dashboards, and multilingual communication, including 

Spanish, to ensure all taxpayers understand the process. Open 

communication, consistent reporting, and accountability 

measures build trust and strengthen confidence in financial 

management. 

Tony Vargas: Safeguarding public dollars requires strong 

systems, accountability, and collaboration. I will ensure 

rigorous internal controls, regular audits, and clear, accessible 

reporting so every dollar is tracked and transparent. 

Coordination across local and state government is key to 

preventing errors and improving efficiency. That’s why I’ve 

built strong partnerships—I’m proud to have the support of 

more than 65 plus local and state elected leaders, including 

many elected leader across Douglas County. We’ll also invest 

in staff training, modernize systems, and explore pilot 

programs like elevating the college savings NEST initiative to 

help families plan ahead and save—while strengthening 

oversight and improving the taxpayer experience. 

 

NONPARTISAN TICKET 
State Legislature 

 

District 04 

Cindy Maxwell-Ostdiek:  Education: I have taken courses at 

Metropolitan Community College, University of Nebraska-

Omaha, and Bellevue University; Volunteer Experience: I am 

President of Better Ballots Nebraska, a Board Member of 

Nonpartisan Nebraska, and volunteer with: my children's 

schools, the Foodbank for the Heartland, Heartland Workers 

Center, Civic Nebraska and other community organizations 

Website: https://www.cindyfornebraska.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CindyForNebraska 

Instagram: @CindyForNebraska 

R. Brad Von Gillern: Education: BS Construction 

Management, Engineering College, University of Nebraska, 

Lincoln; Current Office held: State Senator, 2023-Present; 

Volunteer Experience: Salvation Army Board;   Chair of 

MidAmerica Council of Boy Scouts of America;  Secretary, 

Omaha Leaders; Elder, Lifegate Church;  YMCA Board; 

UNMC Board of Advisors;  Commissioner, Nebraska 

Accountability and Disclosure Commission 

Website: https://vongillern4ne.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/vongillern4ne 

  

 

Cindy Maxwell-Ostdiek: I am concerned with attracting and 

retaining excellent teachers, and ensuring all students receive 

an education that prepares them for success in their careers 

and life. Unfortunately, we have seen repeated attempts to 

politicize our schools, such as attempts to ban books that 

politicians disagree with and to cut funding for public schools 

to send to private schools. I collected signatures to put the 

school voucher repeal on the ballot, which voters then 

overwhelmingly approved. When elected, I am committed to 

keep public dollars in public schools, to fight for increased pay 

for teachers and support staff, and to focus on improving 

academic and career outcomes for students, not culture war 

issues. 

How would you safeguard large revenue flows and 

ensure transparency in financial reporting? 

4-year term, limited to two consecutive terms, $12,000 

salary 

Members of the country’s only unicameral legislative body 

create laws and make the rules for Nebraskans under 

certain constitutional limitations. This body also oversees 

many health care services and decides how much money 

public schools (from kindergartens to colleges) receive 

each year. If you are concerned about who pays how much 

in taxes and how those funds get spent, this is a very 

important election. 

What is your top concern about K-12 education in 

Nebraska and what would be your solution? 

https://www.cindyfornebraska.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CindyForNebraska
https://vongillern4ne.com/
https://www.facebook.com/vongillern4ne
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R. Brad Von Gillern: Literacy.  Ensuring that kids are 

reading at grade level and advancing as they should.   

 

Cindy Maxwell-Ostdiek: Investing in our skilled workers is 

one of the most important policy tools. That means prioritizing 

strong schools, housing that is affordable for working families, 

childcare that doesn’t break the bank, healthcare that you can 

afford, etc. As a small business owner, supporting small 

businesses is also essential. This means cutting red tape, 

providing access to capital, and ensuring our policies allow 

Nebraska’s businesses to be competitive. Finally, we need 

smart, accountable use of incentives. Incentives should be 

targeted, transparent, and tied to clear outcomes like job 

creation and wage growth so taxpayers see a real return on 

investment. I will bring my background and experience to 

support long-term growth that creates good jobs. 

R. Brad Von Gillern: Ensuring that we have a favorable 

economic climate, including tax policy, and business 

incentives that are measurable and only pay for performance 

in job creation and infrastructure development.   

 

Cindy Maxwell-Ostdiek: It will be my job as our district’s 

representative to advocate for our district to receive the 

resources it needs. At the same time, we must also look at the 

needs of the entire state and ensure that we are building a 

future where no Nebraskan is left behind, whether they live in 

Omaha, Scottsbluff, or anywhere in between. Our success is 

all connected and many District 4 neighbors have family in 

rural Nebraska and business ties to agriculture. I would 

prioritize policies that invest in shared challenges, such as an 

over-reliance on property taxes, a lack of affordable childcare 

providers, healthcare access, and workforce development, 

while realizing that we must tailor our policies to meet the 

needs of individual communities. 

R. Brad Von Gillern: In my four sessions in Lincoln I have 

learned a lot about the urban/rural differences and priorities, 

particularly as related to property tax relief, income tax 

impacts and sales tax exemptions. 

 

Cindy Maxwell-Ostdiek: State Senators are responsible for 

representing everyone in their district, connecting them to 

state government and being their voice. Constituent feedback 

is essential to the job, and I will listen to everyone in my 

district, no matter political party. I will host regular coffees 

and round tables to discuss community priorities and 

legislation. It is incredibly disappointing that our State 

Senators ignored the feedback of voters on recent ballot 

initiatives. Whether it was earned paid sick leave, medical 

cannabis, the minimum wage, or school vouchers, Nebraskans 

have made their voice clear, only to have the Legislature 

repeatedly undermine them. When I am elected, I will respect 

the will of the voters in my District, even if I disagree. 

R. Brad Von Gillern: Constituent feedback is critical to 

doing our jobs well.  It is however, a challenge to represent all 

opinions in my district when dramatically varied opinions 

might exist on the same issue.  In the end, I need to 

communicate my personal position, and then tailor that to new 

information that is shared or discovered while still staying true 

to who I am and who I ran as. 

 

District 06 

Patrick Leahy: Education: BS, Political Science and 

Economics from University of Nebraska, Omaha.; Past Office 

held: Subdistrict 7 Director for the Papio-Missouri River 

Natural Resources District Board. I was elected in 2012 and 

reelected in 2016.; Military Experience: U.S. Army Reserve, 

2005-Present. Presently, Major/Joint Training Officer US 

STRATCOM.; Volunteer Experience: Served on the Keep 

Omaha Beautiful Board of Directors, Past New Leaders 

Council Finance Director, Past Omaha by Design 

Redevelopment Finance Committee, MAPA Heartland 2050 

Committee, as well as other various other community boards 

and nonprofits. 

Website: https://leahyfornebraska.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LeahyforNebraska 

Instagram: @Leahy_for_nebraska 

Nate Ostdiek: Education: B.S. in Political Science, University 

of Nebraska at Omaha; MA in History and Government, 

Expected Graduation May 2027, University of Nebraska at 

Omaha; Volunteer Experience: UNO Community Garden, 

UNO Student Government Association (Vice President & 

Chief of Staff) 

Website: https://www.natefornebraska.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/natefornebraska 

TikTok: @natefornebraska 

 

 

Patrick Leahy: When I go door to door, the top concern that I 

hear is that our schools need to do a better job of setting our 

kids up for success in the workforce. Too many students are 

leaving high school or college without a direct path to 

securing a good job that pays the bills. We have good schools 

here in Nebraska compared to other states, but improving the 

school to career pipeline is an identified need across all 

districts and will be a focus of mine. I am supportive of 

increased partnerships between our schools and the 

community, whether that be businesses, trade associations, 

higher education, the military, etc., to get young Nebraskans 

firsthand experience in different careers so they can see there 

is a wide array of opportunity in Nebraska. 

Nate Ostdiek: Throughout my time in schools, it was always 

the teachers who wanted to be there who had the most impact 

What are the most effective policy tools to promote 

economic development? 

As a legislator, how would you balance rural and 

urban priorities when allocating resources and shaping 

policy? 

How do you view the role of the state senator and how 

would you factor in constituent feedback? 

What is your top concern about K-12 education in 

Nebraska and what would be your solution? 

https://leahyfornebraska.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LeahyforNebraska
https://www.natefornebraska.com/
https://www.facebook.com/natefornebraska
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on me and my peers. The teacher shortage in Nebraska is 

limiting students' opportunities to have similar positive 

experiences by stretching people thin. I would like to see the 

Nebraska Teacher Recruitment and Retainment Act, which 

offers grant incentives at specific milestones for educators, 

expanded and tied to the cost of living. Taking these steps 

could help set us on the path to expand the number of not only 

classroom teachers, but also paraeducators who face low pay 

and high burnout rates. Retaining these educators, who are 

asked to meet our students' needs, is a top priority of mine and 

could do a lot to strengthen K-12. 

 

 

Patrick Leahy: Nebraska is facing workforce shortages in 

nearly every sector. The solutions start by keeping people 

here. From recently graduated to retirees and everyone in 

between, we must make sure they do not think the grass is 

greener in another state. The second thing is to make our state 

more welcoming as a place where people can have a good 

career in an affordable community which adds up to a great 

quality of life. This includes making housing more affordable 

at every price point, addressing the rising cost of childcare for 

families, lowering taxes on small businesses, investing in 

community recreation, and more. If elected, these “pocket 

book” issues for working people will be my guiding light. 

Everyone should be able to thrive in our state. 

Nate Ostdiek: Increasing access to childcare is among the 

best tools at our disposal for promoting economic 

development and family well-being.  If current childcare 

subsidies are allowed to expire, Nebraska will be among the 

least helpful to families with childcare costs. Meanwhile, 

states like New Mexico are launching universal cost-free 

childcare programs, guaranteeing access for all children. 

Nebraska should strive to compete with other states on this 

front because accessible childcare has been shown to promote 

economic development by filling vacant jobs and leading to 

long-term gains by helping break cycles of poverty, with the 

added impact of freeing up room in many families' budgets 

which can aid growth in other aspects of our economy. 

 

 

Patrick Leahy: Each community in our state has unique 

needs. We cannot have a zero-sum mindset which then pits 

neighbors against neighbors. We need to take a “both, and” 

approach. Our state can succeed when we work together to 

meet the serious fiscal and environmental challenges facing 

us. I do not want to push “one size fits all” solutions that 

ignore differences between communities. The best policies 

may look one way for Omaha, and a different way for 

Chadron, yet another way for Central City, etc. We should 

welcome local input to help tailor the right policy for each 

community. When allocating resources, we need to weigh the 

return on any investment, what projects are “shovel-ready”, 

and that we’ve balanced geographically and demographically. 

Nate Ostidek: Looking at Nebraska holistically and from a 

people-first perspective means understanding that the rural, 

urban, and suburban regions are deeply interconnected, and 

that their success depends on one another. I will always 

strongly advocate for my district's needs because I’m in the 

best position to understand them. It is imperative, though, that 

legislators work with their colleagues to develop policy for the 

entire state, as no one person can possess a complete picture of 

what is required for all people living in Nebraska. Through 

collaboration, compromise, and open dialogue, we can 

accomplish policymaking that works well enough for 

everyone. 

 

 

Patrick Leahy: The primary responsibilities are to represent 

their community in the legislative process, finding solutions to 

the problems affecting our entire state, and making sure that 

Nebraskans are safe and protected. The best way to do each of 

those is to be proactive in listening to constituents. As I go 

door to door, I get to share my ideas and reasons for running, 

but likewise, I get to listen to the frustrations, fears, and hopes 

that voters have right now. That feedback is already helping 

reshape my ideas as well as my “why”. None of us are as 

smart as all of us. Input that I get when I’m out in the 

community will influence my thinking in all aspects of the 

role. On ballot initiatives and elections, I will always respect 

the will of the voters. 

Nate Ostdiek: I view the role of the state senator as half of the 

legislative process here in Nebraska. The other half is 

welcoming and even inviting constituent feedback on a wide 

variety of issues, because, with a unicameral system, the 

people are the Second House, akin to the House of 

Representatives and the United States Senate at the federal 

level. I believe that this process begins even with the decision 

to run for office, the conversations held every day, knocking 

on doors, and the responsibility for responsiveness once in 

office. State senators have the responsibility to keep the public 

informed, be active in communication, and seek out 

information to inform themselves and make good decisions 

from both experiential and empirical perspectives. 

 

What are the most effective policy tools to promote 

economic development? 

As a legislator, how would you balance rural and 

urban priorities when allocating resources and shaping 

policy? 

How do you view the role of the state senator and how 

would you factor in constituent feedback? 
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District 08 

Terry Brewer: No response received. 

Erin Feichtinger: Education: B.S. in Special Education from 

Loyola University Chicago; Ph.D in Early Modern History 

from Loyola University Chicago; Past Public Office: 

Metropolitan Community College, District 2 (2018-2022); 

Volunteer Experience: Benson Neighborhood Association; 

Maple Street YMCA Micro Soccer Coach; Omaha Girls Rock 

Band Coach; Benson Little League 

Website: https://erinfornebraska.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/erinfornebraska/ 

Instagram: @ErinForNebraska 

Josh Livingston: Education: JD, Creighton University. BA-

University of North Texas; Volunteer Experience: Metro 180 

Re-Entry Assistance Program, Soccer coach, Nebraska 

Volunteer Lawyers Project 

Website: https://www.livingstonfornebraska.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/livingstonforne/ 

TikTok: @livingston.for.ne 

 

 

Erin Feichtinger: Very simply - funding. Fighting for our 

public school students and educators is more important than 

ever. Nebraska public schools are under attack at the exact 

moment our educators and students need more support, not 

less. Voucher schemes overwhelmingly rejected by Nebraska 

voters are being snuck back into the state budget while school 

resources are cut. Nebraska educators, as all Nebraska 

families, are struggling to make ends meet and our kids’ 

classrooms have a lack of resources and support. Supporting 

our educators with resources and policies like paid leave and 

living wages that help them take care of their own families is 

one of the greatest investments we can make in our future. 

Josh Livingston: My top concern is the long-term strength of 

Nebraska’s public schools, especially supporting teachers and 

protecting public funding. We are facing real challenges 

recruiting and retaining educators because pay and support 

have not kept pace with the demands of the job, which impacts 

classroom quality and student outcomes. 

At the same time, voucher programs risk diverting scarce 

public dollars away from neighborhood public schools and 

prioritizing ideology over education. Public dollars belong in 

public schools.  

My focus is increasing teacher pay and support to strengthen 

the workforce, while opposing vouchers and ensuring we fully 

invest in public schools so every student has access to a high-

quality education. 

 

 

Erin Feichtinger: As housing costs continue to take up a 

larger part of every Nebraskan’s budget, affordable housing is 

critical to any economic development. When Nebraskans can 

afford their housing we have a more reliable, less stressed 

workforce, more money to be invested in local businesses, and 

a stronger tax base to sustain that development. 

Affordable childcare is a top concern for parents and 

employers across our state. Workforce retention requires 

better access to affordable childcare because parents leave the 

workforce without it. Affordable childcare brings parents back 

into the workforce, helps raise successful Nebraskans, and 

promotes long-term sustainable economic development by 

helping Nebraska families. 

Josh Livingston: Investing in people, communities, and 

systems that create lasting results is the most effective path to 

economic development. Workforce development and job 

training help connect people to good-paying jobs, while 

responsible infrastructure investments in broadband, 

transportation, and energy allow businesses to grow and 

compete. We also need to find ways to keep more money in 

people’s pockets, including responsible property tax relief that 

supports families and small businesses. Targeted, accountable 

incentives can support growth if tied to clear outcomes, and 

supporting small businesses and entrepreneurs helps keep 

wealth in our communities. 

 

 

Erin Feichtinger: Born and raised in Nebraska, I know our 

rural and urban communities have more in common than not - 

hard work, respect for each other, and helping our neighbors. 

The tension between rural and urban priorities has been 

created and exploited by elected officials looking to profit 

from that division. 

I appreciate that agriculture is our state’s largest industry and 

our farmers are critical to Nebraska’s history and future. I will 

always support Nebraska families regardless of where they 

live. I do believe there is a way that urban and rural districts 

can cooperate rather than compete, but I will represent my 

neighbors in LD8 first and foremost on issues of state funding, 

local control, public schools, and a more balanced property tax 

system. 

Josh Livingston: Balancing rural and urban priorities starts 

with recognizing that both are essential to Nebraska’s success 

and require thoughtful, not one-size-fits-all, policy. As a 

legislator, I would focus on equitable investment while 

promoting rural communities  access to broadband, healthcare, 

and infrastructure, while urban areas receive support for 

housing, transportation, and economic growth. 

I would prioritize policies that create shared benefits, like 

What is your top concern about K-12 education in 

Nebraska and what would be your solution? 

What are the most effective policy tools to promote 

economic development? 

As a legislator, how would you balance rural and 

urban priorities when allocating resources and shaping 

policy? 

https://erinfornebraska.com/
https://www.facebook.com/erinfornebraska/
https://www.livingstonfornebraska.com/
https://www.facebook.com/livingstonforne/
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property tax relief, and strong local economies. Just as 

important, I would stay engaged with stakeholders across the 

state to understand unique needs and ensure resources are 

allocated fairly, transparently, and with long-term impact in 

mind.  

 

 

Erin Feichtinger: Constituent voice is the single most 

important resource for a State Senator. Over my career 

working on policy at the state level, I’ve been as frustrated as 

every Nebraskan watching Senators disregard the lives, 

experiences, and even votes of their constituents. Senators 

should listen and seek out experts and diverse voices when 

making policy. When that voice is ignored, we see exactly 

what’s been happening at the Legislature as Senators waste 

time on issues that do not help all Nebraskans. That’s why I 

have prioritized going door-to-door and talking to thousands 

of LD8 voters regardless of their party - those face-to-face 

conversations remind me that Nebraskans share more values 

than we think, even when we disagree on issues. 

Josh Livingston: The role of a state senator is to balance the 

interests of the community you are entrusted to represent with 

those of the entire state. Nebraska thrives when all of its 

communities are successful, but that begins with strong 

advocacy for your own district. That means staying closely 

connected to the people I serve and understanding their 

specific challenges and priorities. Constituent feedback must 

be the top priority, because these decisions impact our daily 

lives. I am not representing only myself, and it is critical that 

the community feels heard, respected, and reflected in every 

decision I make. At the same time, I will work collaboratively 

to support policies that strengthen Nebraska as a whole.   

 

District 10 

Cindy Johnson: Education: Bachelor's in Education, UNL | 

Master's in Audiology, Univ of KS | Doctorate in Audiology, 

Univ of Florida-Gainesville; Current Office held: Learning 

Community of Douglas and Sarpy County Coordinating 

Council, Subdistrict 1, appointed 2023; Volunteer Experience: 

Past President, Nebraska Speech Hearing Language 

Association. Former Board Member, Norfolk Area Chamber 

of Commerce. Former Board Member, Norfolk Area United 

Way. Omaha Together One Community (OTOC), St Pius X 

Catholic Church. 

Website: https://cindyjohnsonforne.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cindyjohnsonforne 

Rebecca Rens: Education: Doctor of Business Administration, 

Leadership Cognate; Volunteer Experience: Board Member, 

Alzheimer's Association Nebraska Chapter, UNMC Board of 

Counselors, Stephen Center meal service, 9/11 Memorial flag 

planter, Salvation Army Bell Ringer 

Website: https://www.rebeccaforne.com/ 

 

 

Cindy Johnson: On the Learning Community Council, I have 

worked with my colleagues to address achievement gaps in 

our students’ education. I believe that continuing to close 

achievement gaps and ensuring equal opportunity is my top 

concern. We need to uplift our public schools to a point where 

they’re able to provide the resources, services, and quality of 

education that our community needs. Our schools have 

students with varying needs; we need to be prepared to meet 

them. I will ensure we are providing proper state funding and 

reducing reliance on property tax levies at the local level as 

the primary source of income. If elected, I will always keep 

public dollars with our public schools and be a champion for 

our students and teachers. 

Rebecca Rens: My top concern is ensuring every Nebraska 

student has access to a high-quality education that prepares 

them for the future. Because communities and students have 

different needs, I believe solutions should involve listening to 

educators, parents, and local leaders while supporting strong 

teachers and local flexibility. 

 

 

Cindy Johnson: Our workers are our best economic drivers. 

Our economy does well when everyone is able to afford the 

basic necessities and not only survive, but thrive. Policies that 

create a strong quality of life, like reducing tax burdens, 

reducing the cost of everyday goods, and ensuring that 

Nebraskans have affordable health insurance are key to a 

strong Nebraska economy. Also, investments in college 

scholarships and grants provide a huge return on investment 

for our state. A strong education is the great equalizer and 

expands economic opportunity. I will build coalitions with 

elected officials and experts to spur economic growth that 

strengthens our middle class and our hard-working people. 

Rebecca Rens: Economic development grows when 

government creates an environment where businesses and 

entrepreneurs can succeed. Reducing unnecessary regulatory 

barriers, supporting workforce development, and encouraging 

collaboration between business, education, and communities 

helps create opportunity and strengthen Nebraska’s economy. 

 

How do you view the role of the state senator and how 

would you factor in constituent feedback? 

What is your top concern about K-12 education in 

Nebraska and what would be your solution? 

What are the most effective policy tools to promote 

economic development? 

https://cindyjohnsonforne.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cindyjohnsonforne
https://www.rebeccaforne.com/
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Cindy Johnson: I spent all of my childhood on a farm in 

northeast Nebraska. I started a small business in Norfolk and 

was very involved in the local Chamber of Commerce. I know 

what life in rural Nebraska looks like, and I still have many 

friends and family members in that part of the state. I want to 

make sure that the Legislature takes the right steps for all 

Nebraskans - and that’s why I am a firm supporter of local 

control. The Legislature should allocate resources and let local 

governments (like the counties, cities, and villages) make the 

right choice for themselves. Solutions for Omaha won’t work 

in Plainview or Wayne - but the financial need still remains 

for all of the state. I will be a voice for all Nebraskans and 

listen to everyone’s needs. 

Rebecca Rens: Nebraska’s rural and urban communities both 

play vital roles in our state’s success. Because their needs can 

differ, I believe policy decisions should be guided by listening 

to communities and supporting balanced solutions rather than 

a one-size-fits-all approach.     

 

 

Cindy Johnson: State Senators are trusted with making 

choices on behalf of their constituents and uplifting their 

voice. I look up to how Senator DeBoer and her office have 

handled constituent feedback, incorporated that feedback into 

legislation, and carried those stories onto the floor of the 

Legislature. I am proud to be endorsed by Wendy DeBoer 

because I will provide the same transparency and accessibility. 

I seek to emulate that availability and openness to my 

constituents while bringing my personal and professional 

background to every decision I make in the Legislature. It’s 

important to have regular town halls for accountability. I’m 

ready to respect and protect the will of the voters and listen to 

all Nebraskans. 

Rebecca Rens: A state senator’s role is to represent the 

people of their district with integrity and thoughtful judgment. 

Staying engaged with residents of District 10 and listening to 

their perspectives helps ensure decisions remain grounded in 

the real experiences of the people we serve. 

 

District 12 

Thomas Kastrup: Education: Bachelor's Degree in 

Journalism, University of Nebraska Lincoln; Volunteer 

Experience: Former Member, National Board of Directors, 

Nebraska Alumni Association, Former Board Member, 

Completely Kids, Former Member, Dean’s Advisory Council, 

University of Nebraska College of Journalism 

Website: https://kastrupforne.com/ 

Facebook: facebook.com/kastrupforne 

Christy Knorr: Education: Associate Degree in Nursing.; 

Volunteer Experience: Advocate and mutual aid.  

Website: https://christyknorr4ne.com/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579748474219 

Instagram: @Christyknorr4ne 

Merv Riepe: Education: Bachelor of Science, Business 

Finance, University of Nebraska at Omaha; Master of Arts, 

The University of Iowa, Health Care Policy and 

Management.; Current Office held: Former Ralston Board of 

Education, 2020 to date.; Past Office held: Nebraska State 

Legislature, Legislative District 12, 2014-2018; Chair, Health 

& Human Services Commitee, 2016-2018; Military 

Experience: U.S. Navy Hospital Corpsman, Honorable 

Discharge; Volunteer Experience: Board member, Mid-

America Council of Scouts, Omaha Symphony, Outlook 

Nebraska (Chair), United Way of the MIdlands (Vice-Chair), 

Nebraska Wesleyan University (president's advisory board), 

Combined Health Agencies Drive (CHAD) 

Website: https://voteriepe.com/ 

 

 

Christy Knorr: Nebraska is full of hard-working families 

who contribute tax dollars that support public schools. When I 

have talked to constituents in district 12, they have expressed 

their concerns that these tax dollars stay in public schools. 

Public schools in Nebraska need the support of tax dollars not 

only for the education of our children but also for the support 

and retention of teachers. Constituents have concerns that 

these tax dollars are not being used effectively. I would 

introduce legislation that would use revenue from medical 

cannabis for funding schools and to provide some property tax 

relief. 

Thomas Kastrup: My wife has worked in Nebraska K-12 

education since 1999. I am proud that both of my daughters 

are currently working in K-12 education, one as a 

paraprofessional and one as a mental health therapist. I have 

learned through their experiences that public schools in 

Nebraska are doing more with much, much less. I will ensure 

our public schools have the funding to retain our great 

teachers and give our kids a high-quality education. I believe 

public dollars belong in our public schools, and I am against 

overturning the will of the voters. In the Legislature, I will use 

my finance and budget experience to ensure the state is fully 

funding our schools, supporting our teachers, and giving our 

As a legislator, how would you balance rural and 

urban priorities when allocating resources and shaping 

policy? 

How do you view the role of the state senator and how 

would you factor in constituent feedback? 

What is your top concern about K-12 education in 

Nebraska and what would be your solution? 

https://kastrupforne.com/
https://www.facebook.com/kastrupforne
https://christyknorr4ne.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579748474219
https://voteriepe.com/
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kids every opportunity to succeed. 

Merv Riepe: Two keys are affordable and accessible child 

care and housing.  The question is who should pay: individual, 

employer and/or government.  For child care, I believe it is a 

cost of labor and employers should buy vouchers (guaranteed 

cash flow for the child care operator) for each employee the 

business seek to employ or retain.  Should government seek to 

be the primary provider, we will find the cost results into a 

major state agency.  Tax credits work but result in lost 

revenue. 

 

 

Christy Knorr: It is important to understand that the rural-

urban dynamic is not a competition but a symbiotic 

relationship. Our state cannot thrive if our cities are failing and 

out rural communities are falling behind. I will spend time 

talking to constituents to determine the needs and challenges 

of our state and use that information to help shape policies that 

will be beneficial to the working class and our farmers. 

Thomas Kastrup: Nebraska’s economy thrives when we 

support our small businesses, create good-paying jobs, and 

protect our workers' rights. Efforts by the Legislature to chip 

away at the minimum wage, which the voters overwhelmingly 

approved, hurt our middle class the most. I believe that when 

we have strong public schools, affordable housing, and good-

paying jobs, we raise the tide for all boats. Our Legislature has 

the tools to support this economic development, and it’s time 

to get our priorities straight. I have the experience working 

with business groups and advocating for workers’ benefits to 

strengthen our middle class. If you work hard, you should be 

able to support your family and thrive in Nebraska. I’m ready 

to work for our hard-working people. 

Merv Riepe: Every senator takes an oath to the constitution of 

the state--the entire state but is elected to represent a defined 

district.  I make an effort to take calls, walk-ins, emails and 

letters from constituents.  I read all the emails including those 

from outside my district. Coming from a modest background 

with good and reasonable parents, I feel my years in the 

hospital business resulted in my being a compassionate 

conservative and that has served me well.  Government is not 

a business; government is responsible for doing what the 

private market can't or will not do. 

 

 

Christy Knorr: It is important to understand that the rural-

urban dynamic is not a competition but a symbiotic 

relationship. Our state cannot thrive if our cities are failing and 

out rural communities are falling behind. I will spend time 

talking to constituents to determine the needs and challenges 

of our state and use that information to help shape policies that 

will be beneficial to the working class and our farmers. 

Thomas Kastrup: I am incredibly proud of my background. I 

was raised in Hartington, Nebraska, and spent my summers 

detasseling and walking beans. However, my district includes 

Ralston, parts of Millard, and a portion of Omaha. I know that 

the needs of rural Nebraska and the metro are very different. I 

want to listen to local leaders in each community about their 

needs, challenges, and priorities. Local control is important to 

me, and I will uplift the voices of everyone in our state. We 

need to support rural areas, while still addressing issues that 

urban areas are facing. I believe that my lived experience is 

invaluable here. Balance is key, and I will always listen to my 

constituents in District 12 and fight for our best interests. 

Merv Riepe: Each state is unique yet we must compete to 

attract and retain business with other states, mostly 

neighboring states.  We seek to be fair much as one does when 

one has two or more children.  Nebraska, more than Iowa, has 

a divided culture -- urban, which is growing and rural/frontier, 

which is losing population.  We should focus on towns with 

greater than 10,000 or greater in rural Nebraska to maximize 

our effort and resources. 

 

 

Christy Knorr: The role of the state senator is to listen to 

Nebraskans and be willing to make sure they are heard, as 

well as to help balance the state budget. The reason I am 

running this cycle is that I am concerned that the will of the 

voters is not honored. Especially when it comes to the ballot 

initiatives that have been passed by voters. When I have been 

speaking with neighbors across the district, I have learned so 

much about their needs and concerns. District 12 deserves a 

state senator who will listen and represent the people, not 

special interest. 

Thomas Kastrup: The role of a state senator is to represent 

the people that they serve, work to keep us safe, and protect 

our rights. I believe that the Legislature is not listening to its 

people and has been actively overturning the will of the voters. 

As a senator, I will always listen, accept constituent feedback, 

and respect the people’s vote. I will bring my extensive fiscal 

and budgetary experience to the floor of the Legislature and 

fight to lower costs for families, expand affordable childcare, 

and stand up against corruption at every level. I pledge to hold 

annual town-halls to improve accessibility and transparency. 

My door will always be open to my constituents and the 

feedback will make me a stronger legislator in Lincoln. 

Merv Riepe: Every senator takes an oath to the constitution of 

the state--the entire state but is elected to represent a defined 

district.  I make an effort to take calls, walk-ins, emails and 

letters from constituents.  I read all the emails including those 

from outside my district. Coming from a modest background 

with good and reasonable parents, I feel my years in the 

hospital business resulted in my being a compassionate 

conservative and that has served me well.  Government is not 

a business; government is responsible for doing what the 

private market can't or will not do. 

 

What are the most effective policy tools to promote 

economic development? 

As a legislator, how would you balance rural and 

urban priorities when allocating resources and shaping 

policy? 

How do you view the role of the state senator and how 

would you factor in constituent feedback? 



 

 
VOTE411.org | lwvgo.org  Copyright © 2026 by the League of Women Voters Education Fund Page 29 

District 18 

Jess Goldoni: Education: University of Nebraska at Omaha, 

BS in Journalism (Advertising & PR), Honors; Military 

Service: No direct service. Family includes veterans across 

multiple generations and branches. Father: 1st Lt. John F. 

Goldoni, U.S. Army 101st Airborne Helicopter Pilot and 

Grandfather: Col. John E. Goldoni, U.S. Army 45th Infantry 

Division; Volunteer Experience: Nebraska Business 

Development, Girl Scouts, Small business mentorship, 

International community initiatives 

Website: https://jessgoldoni.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jessgoldoni 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/jgoldoni 

Taylor Royal: Education: Masters of Science in Accounting, 

tax concentration (SMU); Bachelors of Science in Business 

Administration, Finance & Accounting (Nebraska Lincoln) 

Website: https://www.royalforlegislature.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/taylorjroyal 

Derek Schwartz: No response received. 

 

 

Jess Goldoni: My top concern is long-term funding stability 

for K-12 public schools. Nebraska relies too heavily on 

property taxes, which pressures homeowners and creates 

uncertainty for districts facing rising costs like health care, 

utilities, and staffing. 

We should strengthen state support to reduce that burden 

while keeping funding stable for students and classrooms. 

Public tax dollars should be focused on public schools. At the 

same time, we must preserve local control so districts can 

meet the needs of their communities—what works in 

Bennington may not work elsewhere. 

We also need to support teachers, expand career pathways, 

and ensure accountability and results for students. 

Taylor Royal: Nimbleness.  We are in a secular shift 

technologically, socially, and economically.  Equipping our 

parents, teachers, faculty, and admin with the necessary 

resources to educate our kids in a fast-changing environment. 

 

 

Jess Goldoni: The most effective economic development 

tools build long-term capacity, not just short-term incentives. 

That starts with investing in workforce development through 

strong public education, apprenticeships, and career training. 

We also need to support entrepreneurs and small businesses, 

which are the backbone of local economies and long-term 

growth. Infrastructure—roads, broadband, water, and reliable 

energy—is critical. Tax policy should be stable and balanced 

so growth does not shift the burden onto homeowners. 

Incentives can play a role, but they should be transparent, 

limited, and tied to measurable outcomes. 

Taylor Royal: Nebraska deserves leadership that prioritizes 

growth.  The solution needs to be comprehensive. 

Economic development is driven by a competitive tax 

structure, a smart regulatory framework, a cohesive marketing 

campaign, inclusive policies, and an incentives toolkit that 

strikes the right balance with focused investment and 

accountability for taxpayers. 

 

 

Jess Goldoni: Nebraska works best when we recognize rural 

and urban communities face different challenges, not 

competing priorities. In growing areas like Bennington, that 

means addressing school capacity, infrastructure, public 

safety, and rising property tax and utility costs—while 

preserving local control so communities can remain who they 

are. 

Across the state, we should allocate resources based on need, 

accountability, and long-term value, not politics. That means 

investing in education, infrastructure, workforce development, 

and safer communities in ways that support both growth and 

stability statewide. 

Taylor Royal: I respect that I would represent LD18 and 

make decisions that affect greater Nebraska. 

I will seek policies and priorities that have the biggest benefit 

to our State and drive the biggest impact for working 

Nebraskans. 

 

 

Jess Goldoni: The role of a state senator is to represent their 

district, make informed decisions, and ensure government is 

accountable and focused on results. That requires balancing 

local priorities with what is best for the state. 

Constituent feedback is essential. It means showing up, 

listening, and staying accessible—not just during elections. I 

believe in weighing that input alongside data and long-term 

impacts, and being transparent about how decisions are made. 

Even when people disagree, they should know they were 

heard and that decisions were made thoughtfully and 

responsibly. 

Taylor Royal: A state senator is the district's servant and 

voice in the Nebraska Unicameral.   

Leadership in this role means working to solve the problems 

Nebraskans face every day, specifically making life more 

affordable, providing property tax relief, expanding housing, 

improving healthcare, investing in education, and creating 

more opportunity for the next generation of Nebraskans.  

I will seek out and value constituent feedback.  That's why I 

am knocking on as many doors as I can to hear what 

Nebraskans are facing and expect from their representation. 

 

What is your top concern about K-12 education in 

Nebraska and what would be your solution? 

What are the most effective policy tools to promote 

economic development? 

As a legislator, how would you balance rural and 

urban priorities when allocating resources and shaping 

policy?  

How do you view the role of the state senator and how 

would you factor in constituent feedback? 

https://jessgoldoni.com/
https://www.facebook.com/jessgoldoni
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jgoldoni
https://www.royalforlegislature.com/
https://www.facebook.com/taylorjroyal
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District 20 

Chris Anderson: Education: BA, Indiana University; MBA, 

Indiana University; Military Experience: 1994-2025 Retired 

Colonel, USAF; Volunteer Experience: National Philanthropy 

Council, Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation; Board of 

Directors: Junior Achievement; BOD: Sci-Port (Louisiana's 

Science Museum); BOD: Boys and Girls Club; Sister City 

Lead for Shreveport, LA and Ostrava, Czech Republic  

Website: https://andersonforne.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/andersonfornebraska/ 

John Frederickson: Education: Columbia University; New 

York University; Skutt Catholic High School; Current Public 

Office: State Senator, District 20, January 2023-Present 

Website: https://www.johnfornebraska.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SenatorFredrickson 

X: @johnforne 

Dan Witt: Education: BS Electrical Engineering,   MS 

Electrical Engineering  --  both from Iowa State University; 

Military Experience: US Army ROTC/short Active Duty/Army 

Reserve Control Group/Discharged as Captain; Volunteer 

Experience: Mary Our Queen Catholic School Board 

(Omaha)......Member 10 years,  5 years as President 

 

 

Chris Anderson: The most effective policy tools for 

economic growth primarily include tax incentives.  We can 

learn from other states that have higher yearly GDP growth by 

doing more to encourage business growth.  We must be more 

competitive while ensuring we have the great life in Nebraska 

and a thriving economy. 

John Frederickson: Nebraska’s strong K–12 education 

system is both a source of pride and a key driver of our state’s 

economic success. Maintaining high quality public education 

statewide must remain a top priority, and that begins with 

ensuring school funding is stable, sustainable, and predictable. 

Attracting and retaining a talented workforce is another 

challenge. While the Legislature has made meaningful 

progress in this area, more work remains. Finally, preserving 

local control and school board autonomy is essential to 

keeping decision making close to home and ensuring each 

district’s unique needs are addressed at the local level. 

Dan Witt: That sensitive topics (e.g. sexual issues, alternative 

lifestyles, moral decision-making, religion, politics) be 

addressed appropriately and carefully in the school setting. 

Part of the solution is much parental involvement (School 

Board), and much oversight and review. 

 

 

Chris Anderson: The most effective policy tools for 

economic growth primarily include tax incentives.  We can 

learn from other states that have higher yearly GDP growth by 

doing more to encourage business growth.  We must be more 

competitive while ensuring we have the great life in Nebraska 

and a thriving economy. 

John Frederickson: Strengthening economic development is 

one of the most pressing issues facing Nebraska today. We 

know of evidence-based solutions, but too often they fail to be 

prioritized. Sustainable economic growth requires investing in 

Nebraskans through education, expanded opportunity, 

improved quality of life, and affordability. It also depends on 

robust infrastructure, including reliable transportation 

networks and expanded broadband access. Competitive and 

stable tax policy is equally important. Data consistently shows 

that broad-based, predictable tax systems outperform narrow, 

incentive-driven approaches. By balancing industry attraction 

with fiscal responsibility, we can secure Nebraska’s long-term 

economic stability. 

Dan Witt: Aggressive economic development programs and 

efforts. 

Incentives through tax policy, public power/energy offerings, 

and other favorable treatment. 

 

 

Chris Anderson: The rural/urban divide is real.  I do not 

believe there is one magic solution to resolve this divide, but I 

pledge to actively listen more than I speak as much as possible 

to help bridge the distance between rural and urban priorities. 

John Frederickson: One of the biggest challenges of serving 

in the Legislature is recognizing that every policy enacted 

affects the entire state, not just the district you represent. As a 

senator from Omaha, my perspective is shaped by the needs of 

an urban community. At the same time, I understand that what 

works in Omaha may not work elsewhere in Nebraska, and 

vice versa. My foremost responsibility is to the people of my 

district, and I have consistently legislated with their interests 

in mind. Equally important, I have built strong relationships 

with colleagues across the state to ensure that the policies we 

pass are as balanced as possible and mindful of unintended 

consequences. 

Dan Witt: Everyone gets an equal shake, where everybody's 

needs are balanced as fairly as possible.  Priorities and values 

are weighted. 

 

 

Chris Anderson: A state senator is elected based on his or her 

vision and policy views.  In office, the senator represents his 

or her district and should value constituent feedback 

incorporating this into decision-making. 

John Frederickson: A state senator's primary role is to 

represent the interests of their constituents in the Legislature. 

At times this is overlooked, as evidenced by policies that focus 

on the interests of industry over individuals. Constituent 

What is your top concern about K-12 education in 

Nebraska and what would be your solution? 

What are the most effective policy tools to promote 

economic development? 

As a legislator, how would you balance rural and 

urban priorities when allocating resources and shaping 

policy?  

How do you view the role of the state senator and how 

would you factor in constituent feedback? 

https://andersonforne.com/
https://www.facebook.com/andersonfornebraska/
https://www.johnfornebraska.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SenatorFredrickson
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feedback is a key component of ensuring my votes are 

representative of the majority of my district, and to do  this 

effectively, I have always prioritized constituent outreach and 

feedback when forming my legislative agenda and in 

determining how I vote on measures before me. A state 

senator's primary role is to represent the interests of their 

constituents in the Legislature. At times this is overlooked, as 

evidenced by policies that focus on the interests of industry 

over individuals. Constituent feedback is a key component of 

ensuring my votes are representative of the majority of my 

district, and to do  this effectively, I have always prioritized 

constituent outreach and feedback when forming my 

legislative agenda and in determining how I vote on measures 

before me. 

Dan Witt: I see the role of a State Senator as being sort of an 

analyst/judge, who assists in equitably allocating State 

Government services. 

Constituent feedback is one indicator of how well these efforts 

are working, and how well constituents feel I am doing. 

 

 District 36 

Rick Holdcroft: Education: BS- Electrical Engineering, 

University of Nebraska; MS-Computer Science, Naval 

Postgraduate School, Monterey; Current Office held: State 

Senator, Nebraska Unicameral; Military Experience: US 

Naval Officer, 28 years, 1977 to 2005; Volunteer Experience: 

President, Parish Council; President, School Board; 

President Rotary Club; Grand Knight, Council 11879; 

President, State Airforce Association; Vice President, State 

Navy League; President, University of Nebraska Military 

Affiliate of the Alumni Assoc 

Website: https://rickholdcroft.com/ 

Darin Tompkins: Education: Bachelors of Science in Biology 

and Microbiology; Volunteer Experience: Boy Scouts of 

America, Habitat for Humanity 

Website: https://tompkinsfornebraska.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/darinforne 

  

 

Rick Holdcroft: Students’ declining scores in core subjects 

like reading and math show we’ve strayed away from the 

fundamentals. We need to focus on foundational skills and 

ensure students are prepared for college or the workforce. In 

the Legislature, I’ve worked to address the impact of social 

media and reduce distractions to help students succeed. 

Darin Tompkins: One of my top concerns is stopping our 

current legislators from subverting the will of the voters by 

attempting to implement school voucher schemes. Nebraskans 

have voted this measure down 4 different times in recent 

years. We have clearly demonstrated our opposition to these 

efforts. The downstream effects would mean communities 

would have to foot more of the property tax bill every year 

since the state would have less money to send to schools in the 

form of state aid. We should spend more time in the 

legislature focusing on how we can support our public schools' 

efforts to innovate, provide more STEM classes, and train 

students in apprenticeship programs to ensure all students can 

be successful. 

 

 

Rick Holdcroft: Economic growth starts with keeping 

property and income taxes low, cutting unnecessary 

regulations, and encouraging entrepreneurship. High property 

and income taxes make it harder for families and small 

businesses to succeed. The state legislature must pursue a 

commonsense tax solution. We should also support Nebraska 

businesses by reducing regulatory burdens and creating an 

environment where they can grow, hire, and invest in our 

communities. 

Darin Tompkins: Some of the key policy tools we have are 

our public education system, infrastructure development - 

such as broadband - and our low-cost public power. I know 

from my experience leading a manufacturing facility that 

businesses value a well-educated workforce that is what drives 

innovation. A strong community and an educated workforce 

are the factors that companies look for when they are deciding 

where to invest. Making Nebraska a place that students want 

to stay after they graduate from high school or college will go 

a long way towards promoting economic development. We 

must build more housing, keep Nebraska safe, preserve our 

communities, and continue to have a low cost of living so 

more families are attracted to Nebraska. 

 

 

Rick Holdcroft: My district is urban, but Nebraska’s success 

depends on both our cities and our agricultural communities. 

Agriculture is a key driver of our economy, and our urban 

areas are the hub for the financial and technological sector. As 

a legislator, I focus on policies that strengthen both our urban 

and rural communities. Good policy isn’t one-size-fits-all, and 

I will continue working to ensure every part of Nebraska is 

supported. 

Darin Tompkins: We desperately need targeted property tax 

relief that benefits both rural and urban areas. The agriculture 

industry in Nebraska is pivotal, and we cannot afford to 

overlook the economic impact farmers and ranchers have on 

our state. Small family farms are struggling because of their 

inability to compete with corporate farms that are buying up 

all the land. I grew up in a rural community, and I know what 

it is like to see your small town shrink from a lack of 

investment. We should be focusing more of our efforts at the 

state level on how to support small, local businesses, rather 

than large corporations that will take the tax breaks we gave 

What is your top concern about K-12 education in 

Nebraska and what would be your solution? 

What are the most effective policy tools to promote 

economic development? 

As a legislator, how would you balance rural and 

urban priorities when allocating resources and shaping 

policy?  

https://rickholdcroft.com/
https://tompkinsfornebraska.com/
https://www.facebook.com/darinforne
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them to another state. Nebraska will always be stronger when 

we work together. 

 

 

Rick Holdcroft: The role of a state senator is to serve the 

people of Nebraska and be a strong, accessible voice for their 

district. I value the feedback I receive from constituents 

through emails, phone calls, and personal conversations. 

While there is rarely 100% agreement on every issue, that 

input is essential in shaping legislation and guiding how I 

vote.  My goal is to listen, lead with principle, and make 

decisions that best serve our communities and our state. 

Darin Tompkins: The role of the state senator is to listen to 

their constituents. Taking into account the will of the voters, 

as well as actively listening to the issues and concerns that 

everyday citizens are facing, should be the primary concern of 

any elected official. Most importantly, a legislator has to be 

open and honest about the decisions they make with their 

constituents. I am putting my money where my mouth is. I 

have knocked on thousands of doors and have gone to every 

community event I can. I am ready to be a senator for my 

district that will advocate for the issues that they face daily, 

building a stronger economy to stop rising costs, increasing 

access to affordable healthcare, and providing targeted 

property tax relief for all Nebraskans. 

 

State Board of Education 

 

District 8 

Lou Ann Goding: No response received. 

Sherrye Hutcherson: Education: University of Arkansas at 

Pine Bluff, Bachelor's in Accounting (1993), Creighton 

University, MBA (2001), currently pursuing a Doctorate at 

Creighton University.; Volunteer Experience: Sherrye has 

served as a board member for the Greater Omaha Chamber of 

Commerce, on the Boys Town National Board of Trustees, the 

Lauritzen Gardens Board of Directors, and the Seventy Five 

North Revitalization Corporation Board of Trustees.  

Website: https://www.hutchersonforedu.com/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579961491199 

 

 

Sherrye Hutcherson: We need educational leaders in 

Nebraska to put the greater good of our children, in the form 

of policy and decision-making, over their personal 

preferences. 

 

 

Sherrye Hutcherson: I would work closely with local school 

districts to ensure adequate safeguards are in place while 

allowing our children to explore the technology of the future. 

AI controls are necessary to ensure that our children are 

actually engaging and understanding the content they are 

being asked to learn. It is important to note that AI can be used 

to address then more transactional issues, in any environment, 

freeing up humans for more human interaction. For example, 

AI can be used to augment the grading process and other 

administrative tasks so more time can be spent directly 

focusing on our children. However, and especially when it 

comes to our children, we have to make sure learning isn't 

compromised. 

 

 

Sherrye Hutcherson: Any process that is reviewing 

curriculum has to include stakeholders, which would mean 

listening to teachers, administrators, students, and their 

families and caregivers. Finding out what's working and 

what's not working is critical to improving the curriculum. 

However, we also need to utilize a data-driven approach to the 

way the State Board of Education makes decisions. Any 

review of curriculum would need to balance these two areas to 

find what needs to change and what's already working best for 

Nebraska's children.   

 

Board of Regents University of Nebraska 

 

How do you view the role of the state senator and how 

would you factor in constituent feedback? 

4-year term, $0 salary 

The State Board of Education is composed of eight voting 

members that represent one of Nebraska’s eight 

educational districts. This board is responsible for creating 

educational standards and directing state dollars and 

federal programs for Nebraska’s classrooms. The Board of 

Education also appoints the commissioner for the 

Department of Education and carries out federal education 

programs. 

What do you think is the biggest challenge facing the 

education of Nebraska students? 

How will you handle the issue of AI in education in 

Nebraska? 

What do you believe is the best process to review and 

evaluate curriculum used in the schools? 

6-year term, $0 salary 

The duties of the Board of Regents include providing 

strategic leadership to the four-institution university 

system, promoting and advocating for the advancement of 

the system’s mission of education, research, and outreach. 

Among its duties is the selection of the system president 

and approving budgets, and tuition rates. 

https://www.hutchersonforedu.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579961491199
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District 2 

Elizabeth Butler: No response received. 

Jill Wolfe: No response received. 

District 4 (4-yr term) 

Larry Bradley: Education: B.S. Biology/Geology (Double-

Major) UNO '97', M.A. Biology UNO '01', Ph.D. Geography 

UNL '10', Minor Native American Studies.; Current Office(s) 

held: Papio-Missouri River NRD, District #3.  2008-2012. 

2016 to 2024. Current Vice Chair, past Treasurer (bonded 

and insured).; Past Office(s) held: Environmental Quality 

Council, Minority Populations Representative.  2005-2009.; 

Military Experience: U.S. Army 1982-1986.  Honorable 

Discharge. Volunteer Experience: Democratic Party.  Local 

Veterans Post Commander 8 years.  Ancient Order of 

Hibernians, Past President.  YMCA Youth Coach. 

Website: https://www.bradleyforregent.com/ 

Jim Rogers: Education: Ph.D. 

Website: https://rogersforregent.com 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61550556178617 

X: @RogersforRegent 

Susanne Shore: Education: Bachelors of English, Masters in 

Business Administration, Bachelors of Nursing; Volunteer 

Experience: CASA, past board member and chair of Child 

Saving Institute, past board member of Nebraska Families 

Collaborative 

Website: https://shoreforregent.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/shoreforregent 

Michael Skocz: Education: Paul VI High School. / Unit 

Supply School U. S. Army; Military Experience: US Army 

1983 to 1986; Volunteer Expereince: Teens Encounter Christ. 

Our Lady of Lourdes 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/mskocz 

Justin Solomon: Education: B.S., University of Nebraska-

Lincoln; M.B.A, University of Nebraska-Lincoln; Volunteer 

Experience: CASA for Douglas County Board Member, 

Treasurer; Aksarben Foundation Floor Committee Member, 

Dundee Elementary PTO Board Treasurer; Nebraska Cures 

Treasurer (past) 

Website: https://www.solomonforregent.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/solomonforregent 

 

 

Larry Bradley: There is a war on education. There is a war 

on higher education. There is a war on science. As a longtime 

adjunct professor at UNO, with four degrees in science, four 

term elected official, and veteran of the U.S. Army, I am by 

far the most qualified candidate for Regent District 4. It is 

very integral for a Regent to listen to administration, faculty 

senate and faculty union representatives about the stability and 

welfare of each university campus. The role of a Regent is to 

ensure national politics do not influence decisions on state 

campuses. Do not allow cuts to U.S. Dept. of Education, Dept. 

Labor and Statistics and the EPA, to lead to cuts to UNL Dept. 

of Education Administration, Dept. of Statistics, and 

Atmospheric Sciences. 

 

Jim Rogers: The Board of Regents are the official trustees of 

the University of Nebraska and have the fiduciary 

responsibility to oversee the NU system and make sure that, as 

a state asset, it maximally benefits the Sate of Nebraska. 

Susanne Shore: The Board of Regents safeguards the long-

term health and stability of the University of Nebraska system. 

It must provide strong oversight, clear strategic direction, and 

accountability while empowering university leaders and 

faculty to carry out the academic mission. Regents should 

focus on long-term priorities that strengthen the system, 

expand opportunity for students, and ensure responsible 

stewardship of taxpayer resources. 

Effective leadership also requires collaboration. The Board 

should work constructively with the president, chancellors, 

faculty, and community partners to keep the university 

opening doors for the next generation of Nebraskans and 

strengthening communities across the state. 

Michael Skocz: I feel the Board of Regents plays a vital role 

in the path of the Universities and must provide guidance and 

support to benefit the growth of the Universities academically. 

I believe that the Faculty should play a major part for the very 

important role they provide and the Board of Regents should 

always be mindful just how valuable they are. I also believe 

that getting back on track to join the AAU is so very 

important. 

Justin Solomon: The Board should act as a board of directors 

that works alongside NU leadership to set the vision for the 

university and public metrics for success. However, effective 

governance requires Regents to be active and visible on 

campuses. I believe in being hands-on and seeking direct 

feedback from faculty, staff, and students to ensure the Board 

remains informed, our stated objectives are being carried out, 

and priorities stay aligned with the needs of the community. 

This type of active engagement creates necessary buy-in and 

ensures the elected board members and NU leadership are on 

the same page regarding resource deployment. Leading in this 

manner the Board can produce the outcomes that District 4 

and the state of Nebraska deserve. 

 

What is the appropriate role of the Board of Regents in 

relation to university administration? 

https://www.bradleyforregent.com/
https://rogersforregent.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61550556178617
https://shoreforregent.com/
https://www.facebook.com/shoreforregent
https://www.facebook.com/mskocz
https://www.solomonforregent.com/
https://www.facebook.com/solomonforregent
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Larry Bradley: I am Pro Academic Freedom. I am Pro Arts. I 

am Pro Science. I have learned as a four-time elected official 

on the Papio-Missouri NRD Board, that representatives need 

to listen and trust what is being presented by staff who are 

involved in everyday operations of the governmental body in 

question. A Regent should not try to micromanage. The 

University of Nebraska should be maintaining exciting and 

innovating research that attracts world renown academicians, 

not cut funding to programs because they are viewed as "DEI" 

or "woke." A Regent should not be afraid to personally testify 

at state capitol committee hearings on legislative bills or 

budget proposals that are counterproductive to national 

rankings for excellence. 

Jim Rogers: I would make sure that NU hews to its mission 

of undergraduate education, graduate education and research, 

and public service. These are determined by Nebraska statute. 

 

Susanne Shore: Financial stability should not weaken the 

academic mission or rely solely on higher costs for students. 

Strategies must strengthen its revenue base and financial 

discipline while helping students graduate with the skills they 

need without excessive debt. That includes expanding high-

demand degree programs, certifications and continuing 

education courses; improving retention rates; and 

strengthening partnerships with industry in research and 

education. At the same time, expenses must be reviewed to 

ensure public and student dollars are used wisely. 

As someone who worked her way through college and 

supported students on campus, I believe higher education 

plays a vital role in improving lives but cost cannot become a 

barrier to opportunity. 

Michael Skocz: Most of my 14 years of service in the NU 

system has been in some sort of role as an Office Associate. 

Thus I feel that I have a very unique view that are not 

available to most people. I believe once elected I would be the 

first ever Office Associate to have this honor. I have several 

ideas that would promote the idea of searching for other ways 

to trim instead of raising costs. Thus that would mean more 

funds for important areas such as academics, research and to 

serve our Special Needs Students, Faculty and Staff. 

Justin Solomon: To ensure financial stability without 

burdening students, the Board must prioritize instruction 

within the NU budget. My approach focuses on finding 

operational efficiencies and ensuring that every dollar spent is 

aligned with our top goals: affordability, accessibility, and 

competitive wages for our employees. We must work arm-in-

arm with school districts, community colleges, lawmakers, 

and employers to ensure our programs are effective for 

students and instill the specific skillsets students need for the 

workforce after graduation. By setting clear strategic priorities 

and utilizing data-driven scoreboards, we can maintain a 

world-class institution that lifts our communities economically 

without shifting undue costs to Nebraska families. 

 

 

Larry Bradley: My daughter was a two-time All American in 

women's rugby at the University of Nebraska. My son was a 

LHP on the only JUCO in Nebraska to ever make it to the 

NJCAA College World Series. As a parent of former college 

athletes, I understand the sacrifice the students and their entire 

families make. My experience and wisdom may make me 

uniquely qualified to mediate and/or seek compromise for 

what is ultimately being demanded by the public to draft new 

regulations for NIL. I do know this can only be done with 

additional advice of the university's legal counsel. At the same 

time, I would like to see equal intensity by the Regent Board 

to defend any cuts to academic programing, DEI, fine arts, 

journalism, libraries and scientific research. 

Jim Rogers: As a Regent, my priority is ensuring that NIL 

activities remain fair to student-athletes but also keeping a 

close eye out for any financial or legal liabilities for the 

university. The landscape is changing rapidly as NIL is 

becoming established-- as regent I will keep close watch and 

always look out for the interests of NU and its students. 

Susanne Shore: Name, Image, and Likeness opportunities are 

a complex and important development in college athletics and 

provide student-athletes with the ability to benefit from their 

hard work and talent. At the same time, the Board of Regents 

has a responsibility to ensure NIL activities operate 

transparently to taxpayers and also in ways that protect the 

long-term academic and financial health of the university 

system. 

Our focus should be on clear guardrails that prioritize student 

success in the classroom, maintain compliance with NCAA 

and state regulations, and ensure that athletics continues to 

support the broader educational mission of the University of 

Nebraska.   

What strategies would you pursue as a Regent to 

ensure the university system remains financially stable 

without shifting undue costs to students or 

undermining academic missions? 

What limits, if any, should a Board of Regents place on 

institutional involvement with NIL (name, image, 

likeness) activities to protect the long-term financial 

and academic health of the university system? 
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Michael Skocz: The NIL has been both a good/bad thing. 

Good because Student Athletes should always have been 

compensated. Bad sadly a diploma from a Major University 

just doesn't mean what it use to anymore. But I always 

believed that one of the major shortfalls of the NIL is that 

there are no real restrictions. I feel for those lower Division I 

Schools that can barely raise any NIL money why should they 

be penalized. Why is it not equal amounts. Why is the Athlete 

not punished for entering the portal. If an Athlete jumps in the 

portal you lose one year of eligibility. If you are making a 

certain amount in the NIL you should pay for your education. 

Those funds could then be used for programs in need of 

assistance, our Special Needs Students and Research. 

Justin Solomon: College sports are changing quickly and we 

need to embrace student-athlete empowerment. I don’t want to 

place arbitrary limits on a student’s ability to earn a living. 

That’s not fair to them and it makes Nebraska uncompetitive 

in a national market. The Regents must ensure the students-

athletes have the tools to enter contracts without being taken 

advantage of and that those agreements do not conflict with 

other university sponsorships.Congress and the NCAA must 

act and pass common-sense regulations so every school is 

playing by the same rules. Until then our job as Regents is to 

support our athletes and keep them competitive while making 

sure we never lose sight of our primary mission: providing a 

world-class education.    

 

Board of Governors Metropolitan Community 

College 

Districts At Large, 1, 2, 3 and 4 

These candidates will auto-advance to the General Election 

and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Learning Community Coordinating Council 

 

District 1 

Jason Boyd: No biographical information provided. 

Roxanne Dockter: Education: Master of Science: Industrial 

Organizational Psychology, Master of Science: Information 

Systems Management; Volunteer Experience: Current: 

ThriVinci Consulting Group, Felius Cat Cafe, Past: Rank The 

Vote NE, Susan G Komen, American Red Cross, RISE, Ballot 

Buddies, Nebraska Humane Society 

Website: https://roxanne4ne.com/ 

David Preston Jr.: No response received.  

Ken Waters: Nor response received. 

 

 

Jason Boyd: Learning Community strategies and school 

district strategies both aim to improve student outcomes, but 

they differ in scope, which is what allows them to complement 

one another. School districts are primarily focused on what 

happens inside the school building, including instruction, 

curriculum, staffing, and day-to-day student support, with 

strategies centered on academic achievement, attendance, and 

behavior. In contrast, the Learning Community takes a 

broader, systems-level approach to addressing poverty by 

ensuring that all young people have access to the support they 

need before they enter the classroom and beyond the school 

day. 

Roxanne Dockter: Beyond academic support, these programs 

take a holistic approach by strengthening the family unit. By 

providing essential resources like transportation, life skills 

training, food assistance, and childcare, they build a stable 

foundation that empowers both the student and the entire 

household. 

 

 

Jason Boyd: One of the greatest challenges of the Learning 

Community is addressing poverty in a way that leads to 

consistent, measurable improvements in student outcomes 

while coordinating across multiple systems. Poverty is 

complex and tied to issues like housing, healthcare, trauma, 

and food insecurity, so even strong strategies—like early 

childhood education and wraparound family support—may 

take time to show results. At the same time, there is pressure 

to demonstrate impact quickly. 

Roxanne Dockter: Like any tax-funded initiative, we must 

navigate budget constraints while also accounting for a 

shifting economic landscape for families. This includes 

addressing critical factors such as school readiness, equitable 

resource allocation, and the ongoing challenges of teacher 

shortages. It is important to try and find a good balance while 

4-year term, $0 salary 

The Learning Community works in Douglas and Sarpy 

counties to help develop school programs that reverse the 

impact of poverty on learning. This used to be funded by a 

common levy but is now funded by property taxes. 

How do Learning Community strategies for addressing 

poverty differ or complement school district strategies? 

What is the Learning Community's greatest challenge? 

https://roxanne4ne.com/
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also recognizing and assessing potential downstream impacts 

on those the programs represent. Thoughtful strategic 

planning, analysis and forecasting should be regularly 

conducted to maintain a level of awareness for organizations 

to maintain adaptability and resiliency. 

 

District 3 

Maggie Duffy: Education: M. Ed., Curriculum & Instruction 

Website: https://voteforduffy.com/ 

Suzie Fogarty: Education: M.Ed. Social Justice and Equity in 

Education. Bachelors in Secondary Education endorsement in 

Social Sciences University of Nebraska at Omaha.; Volunteer 

Experience: Volunteer Coach YMCA, Junior Crusaders 

Basketball, Guild Member Completely Kids and Omaha 

Children's Museum, Mentor for TeamMates Mentoring 

Program of Omaha 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/suziefogarty 

Corwin Keller: Education: Gering High School; Volunteer 

Experience: CBMC, Habitat for Humanity, Rotary, and Food 

bank for the heartland 

Website: https://www.keller4nebraska.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Keller4NE 

 

 

Maggie Duffy: I believe the learning community strategies for 

addressing poverty are dependent on the needs of the school 

district.  They work together to address poverty. 

Suzie Fogarty: The Learning Community addresses poverty 

by changing the ecosystem around schools—family supports, 

early learning, and regional collaboration. Individual districts 

address poverty inside the school system through direct 

educational services. The Learning Community focuses on 

structural and community-wide solutions, not just school 

operations. The Learning Community addresses the root 

causes and systemic drivers of poverty’s impact on education. 

Corwin Keller: In the stated question it addresses strategies 

around poverty for both the Learning Community and the 

School districts. The school districts responsibility is to 

address education and the Learning Community is to address 

access to education. I believe that the strategies differ in that 

fact. 

 

 

Maggie Duffy: I believe that the greatest challenge of the 

Learning Community is to prioritize the needs of each district. 

Suzie Fogarty: The Learning Community is expected to 

improve regional outcomes but it cannot mandate district-level 

decisions. The structure can slow down how fast The Learning 

Community can make improvements. Another challenge is 

The Learning Community breaking the link between poverty 

and academic outcomes while addressing so many issues that 

contribute to academic success like housing instability, 

trauma, food insecurity, transportation and community 

violence. Last, programs focused on early childhood and 

poverty intervention may take 10–20 years to show full 

educational outcomes. This issues creates pressure because 

funding cycles are short, political leadership changes and 

communities want quicker results. This work requires 

patience. 

Corwin Keller: The greatest challenge can be aligned by my 

leadership ability in bringing differing strategies and teams 

together to collaborate and create efficiencies not 

redundancies. 

 

District 5 

Sarah Dragon: Education: Master of Science in Education in 

School Counseling, Bachelor of Science in Education in Early 

Childhood and Elementary Education; Volunteer Experience: 

South Omaha Neighborhood Alliance Secretary, South Omaha 

Turnback Tax Grant Committee, Nebraska State Education 

Association Board of Directors (two nonconsecutive terms), 

Nebraska Democratic Party Latino Caucus Treasurer 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61585107662881 

Mayra Piedrahita: Education: Bachelor’s Degree in 

Metaphysics; Political Science Certificate Program; Military 

Experience: Former Service Member, United States military; 

Volunteer Experience: Secretary, Colombia Unida en 

Nebraska Board (COLNEB); Community outreach and 

leadership supporting cultural events and Latino community 

engagement in Nebraska. 

Website: https://www.mayraforlearning.com/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61586881842865 

Linda Vermooten: No response received. 

Tonya Ward: No response received. 

 

 

Sarah Dragon: The Learning Community of Douglas and 

Sarpy Counties  enhances school district strategies for 

addressing poverty by bridging the gap between home, school, 

and community targeting poverty at its root causes rather than 

only its symptoms. 

Through a comprehensive wraparound approach, the 

organization supports families in creating stable and thriving 

home environments. Services include expanding access to 

postsecondary education and employment pathways, 

connecting families to housing and public assistance 

How do Learning Community strategies for addressing 

poverty differ or complement school district strategies? 

What is the Learning Community's greatest challenge? 

How do Learning Community strategies for addressing 

poverty differ or complement school district strategies? 

https://voteforduffy.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/suziefogarty
https://www.keller4nebraska.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Keller4NE
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61585107662881
https://www.mayraforlearning.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61586881842865
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resources, and improving access to physical, behavioral, and 

mental health services. The Learning Community also 

prioritizes parent engagement and family support initiatives, 

recognizing that strong family-school partnerships are 

essential. 

Mayra Piedrahita: Learning Community strategies 

complement school district efforts by focusing on the barriers 

outside the classroom that impact student success. While 

school districts focus on academics and school operations, the 

Learning Community can invest in early childhood programs, 

family support, and community partnerships that address 

poverty’s root causes. By coordinating resources across 

districts and community organizations, the Learning 

Community helps ensure that students and families have stable 

housing, supportive environments, and access to opportunities 

that allow them to succeed in school. 

 

 

Sarah Dragon: A recent challenge would be in February 

2026, a community plan was initially not approved by the 

Nebraska State Board of Education, placing approximately 

$7.4 million in funding at risk. When funding is delayed or 

uncertain, it becomes significantly more difficult to meet the 

needs of children and families. Such delays create a domino 

effect impacting staffing decisions, long-term planning, 

contracts with community agencies, program implementation, 

and overall service continuity. Stable funding is essential to 

ensuring consistent, coordinated support for students and the 

community. 

 

Mayra Piedrahita: One of the Learning Community’s 

greatest challenges is ensuring that resources are effectively 

targeted to the families and students who need them most 

while maintaining strong collaboration across multiple school 

districts. Addressing poverty requires coordination between 

schools, community organizations, and local leaders. The 

challenge is not only funding programs, but making sure those 

programs are accessible, measurable, and truly improving 

educational outcomes for children and families across the 

region. 

 

Board of Directors Papio-Missouri River NRD 

Subdistrict 2, 4, 6 and 8 

These candidates will auto-advance to the General Election 

and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Board of Directors Omaha Public Power District 

 

Subdivision 1 

These candidates will auto-advance to the General Election 

and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Subdivision 2 

Joseph Giitter: Education: BS Nuclear Engineering, (Iowa 

State), MS Engineering, (The University of Tennessee), 

Photographic Master, (Montgomery College), MFA Writing  

(University of Nebraska - Omaha) in progress; Volunteer 

Experience: University of Tennessee Nuclear Engineering 

Board of Advisors, Professional Photographers of Nebraska 

Board (Past President), Omaha Downtown Improvement 

District (past Activation Chair, current Vice-President) 

Website: https://www.giitterdoneforoppd.org/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588429979483 

Mark Gudgel: Education: Ed.D. (Doctor of Education); 

Volunteer Experience: Omaha Sister Cities Assoc. Board 

Member 2026-present; College of Saint Mary Spirit of Service 

Coordinator 2026-present;  Lincoln Marathon Coordinator 

for Athletes with Disabilities 2025-present; Fulbright 

Association Board Member 2024- 

Website: https://mark4oppd.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/mark4oppd# 

Instagram: @ Mark4OPPD 

Flint Harkness: Education: B.S. Secondary Education 

University of Nebraska-Omaha, M.S. Secondary Education 

University of Nebraska-Omaha 

Website: https://voteflintharkness.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/flintfornoppd 

Instagram: @flintforoppd 

X: @flintforoppd 

Bluesky: @fharkness1.bsky.social  

What is the Learning Community's greatest challenge? 

6-year term, $1,120.00/mo. except Chair receives 

$1,260.00/mo. 

Nebraska is unique for being the only state where 

electrical needs are provided by publicly owned utilities, 

which are largely known as public power districts. 

Individuals elected to serve on a Board of Directors for a 

public power district will set the rates for residents and 

make decisions about investments in future energy 

sources. 

https://www.giitterdoneforoppd.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588429979483
https://mark4oppd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/mark4oppd
https://voteflintharkness.com/
https://www.facebook.com/flintfornoppd
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Jay Ignowski: Education: 12th Grade/IBEW Apprenticeship ; 

Current Office held: Treasurer, Douglas County Democratic 

Party/2020-Present; Volunteer Experience: Heartland 

Workforce Solutions: Youth Services Committee, Poverty 

Elimination Board, Construction Trades Sector Strategy 

Workgroup. IBEW Local 22: Women's Committee, Electrical 

Workers Minority Caucus, ReNew (Young Workers) 

Committee, Mentoring Com 

Website: https://jayforoppd.com/ 

 

 

Joseph Giitter: It’s important to separate fact from fiction. 

The narrative from Governor Pillen is that the aging North 

Omaha Station coal plant provides some of the most 

“affordable and reliable electricity” in Nebraska. As an expert 

in power generation, I can tell you that coal plants, in general, 

are more expensive and less reliable than clean alternatives, 

such as utility-scale solar with batteries. In addition, 

traditional cost analysis doesn’t factor in the environmental 

and human health costs of burning coal, which is considerable. 

Finally, operating experience demonstrates that thermal plants 

are more vulnerable to extreme weather events. Therefore, the 

perception of a grand trade-off does not exist, because cleaner 

energy is now cheaper energy. 

Mark Gudgel: The first and most immediate job of the board 

is to keep the lights on, and the heat or A/C running. At peak 

times, there is the potential for this to conflict with climate 

goals based on aging and outdated infrastructure; correcting 

this is the long-term objective of my candidacy. That said, if 

we have to pay more to burn natural gas in the short term to 

make sure your refrigerator stays on and your food doesn't 

spoil, the principle that will guide my decision making will be 

"people first." 

Flint Harkness: First and foremost, we should listen to the 

customer-owners. OPPD exists to serve them, and their 

priorities should guide our decisions. That said, I don’t believe 

reliability and affordability have to conflict with our climate 

goals. In conversations across the district, voters have strongly 

supported my campaign’s “moonshot” idea: making it possible 

for any homeowner who wants one to install rooftop solar 

paired with a backup battery. Expanding distributed energy 

would generate more local power, improve grid resilience 

during peak demand and extreme weather, and reduce strain 

on the system. In many cases, this approach can also be more 

cost-effective than building new transmission lines or power 

plants while making a cleaner grid. 

Jay Ignowski: I would rely on my industry experience to 

make sure OPPD has a solid, transparent plan in place to 

achieve climate goals while maintaining reliability and 

affordability. In the case of a conflict, I will work with 

stakeholders in the community and on the board to come up 

with a plan to address the issues and clearly communicate that 

to the community. 

 

 

Joseph Giitter: There are currently potential data centers 

evaluating Nebraska locations that plan to bring their own 

power.  However, they also want to tie into the grid and 

possibly sell excess power—something that is not currently 

allowed under Nebraska law. Another possibility is to create a 

separate rate class for large load customers. One of my 

overarching concerns is that there is likely to be an “AI 

bubble” at some point in the future. When this happens, some 

of the added capacity and infrastructure required to support the 

data centers may become a stranded investment. As a board 

member, I will ensure that OPPD leverages risk management 

principles to mitigate the risk of this outcome so that our 

customer-owners do not have to absorb the costs. 

Mark Gudgel: We need a special (read: higher) rate class for 

data centers and large power users. Decisions and actions we 

can take now, in the short term, include making sure that the 

actions of the C-suite at OPPD are transparent and 

communicated to all, that data centers are built only by those 

who acknowledge that the cheap land, power, water, and labor 

in Nebraska come at the expense of a higher rate class and an 

obligation to provide additional power in the form of 

renewables. Finally, we need to be ready to shut data centers 

down first, before we roll blackouts through residential 

neighborhoods. In all of this and more (running out of room) I 

believe that transparency is key, followed closely by follow-

through on our commitments. 

Flint Harkness: Public power utilities should ensure large 

load customers pay their fair share by creating a new rate class 

that more accurately reflects how these facilities operate and 

the strain they place on infrastructure. As a condition of 

coming online, these customers should cover the bulk of the 

upfront costs for new energy production needed to serve them. 

One approach would be requiring them to offset their demand 

by funding distributed energy solutions like rooftop solar and 

battery storage on homes that want them. Requiring a one-to-

one investment in new generation or distributed resources 

before connecting would help protect existing ratepayers while 

strengthening grid reliability and flexibility for the future.  

How would you approach decisions when reliability 

and affordability appear to conflict with climate goals, 

particularly during periods of peak demand or extreme 

weather? What principles should guide those 

tradeoffs? 

What steps should a public power utility adopt to 

ensure large load customers pay their fair share for 

infrastructure and what decisions should we be making 

now to avoid locking future ratepayers into costly or 

inflexible outcomes? 

https://jayforoppd.com/
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Jay Ignowski: Our public power utility should create a rate 

category for large load customers that is reflective of their 

usage. OPPD should also develop a plan to partner with large 

load customers to share the cost of modernizing the grid and 

building new power generation projects.  

 

 

Joseph Giitter: There is no doubt that OPPD management has 

not been transparent, particularly with their recent decision to 

extend coal operations at the North Omaha Station. For many 

years, OPPD Board members rubber-stamped the 

recommendations of OPPD senior management. Many of the 

current OPPD Board members have good intentions but lack 

the experience and technical knowledge necessary to 

challenge OPPD senior management when they are not clearly 

communicating their ability to achieve critical milestones. I 

have the experience and technical knowledge to identify root 

causes of issues and delays, even when communication is 

unclear. In addition, as a board member, I would ensure that 

OPPD management’s compensation is tied to meeting critical 

milestones. 

Mark Gudgel: I don't plan to sign anyt NDA going into this 

office. Nothing we talk about in meetings--which are all 

public--is off limits for later communications, which need to 

be bolstered substantially. I'd like to start a newsletter or 

podcast to help reach as many people as possible. Some board 

members are holding town halls and I think this is another 

effective approach. Being accessible to my constituents is also 

of great importance to me and will help contribute to greater 

transparency. 

Flint Harkness: Negotiations often need to occur in private to 

allow flexibility and ensure the utility can secure the best 

possible outcomes. However, the public is owed transparency. 

As a board member, I believe my reasoning and decision-

making before and after those negotiations should always be 

available to the customer-owners I represent. Explaining the 

goals going into negotiations and the rationale behind the final 

decisions helps build trust while still allowing staff and the 

board to negotiate effectively. Transparency about the process 

and outcomes is one of the most basic ways we can remain 

accountable to the public we serve.   

Jay Ignowski: I would be open to sharing any non-

confidential information on major decisions with the public. In 

my experience with contract negotiations, our members are 

more engaged when they are more informed.  

 

 

Board of Directors 

Metropolitan Utilities District of Omaha 

 

 Subdivision 3 

Andrew Adams: Education: B.S. Biological Science, M.A. 

Leadership; Volunteer Experience: Nebraska Foster Care 

Review Office Board 

Website: https://adamsforomaha.com/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/andrewadamsforomaha 

Gwen Howard: Education: Midlands College, BA, Social 

Work. University of Nebraska, Master's of Social Work 

(MSW). ACSW accreditation in social work.; Current Office 

held: Current Chair, MUD Board.  MUD Board 2015-

present.; Past Office held: Nebraska State Senator, 2005-

2013. 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gwen.howard.52 
 

 

Andrew Adams: I really like what we do in the state 

legislature that allows for public comments on agenda items, 

and would like to see something similar at the utility board 

level.  Many people cannot take off work to attend a board 

meeting at 1pm on a Wednesday.  Perhaps it is time to look at 

a different arrangement.  I also do not like the check in process 

at MUD Board meetings.  Board meetings are "Open 

Meetings" by law and should not require anyone to submit 

identification to attend.  If this is MUD policy for all body 

corporate properties perhaps Board Meetings should be moved 

to the legislative chambers of the Civic Center. 

Gwen Howard: Transparency is a primary concern for 

government, and we endeavor to provide our ratepayers with 

access to information. For example, we post videos of our 

board of directors meetings on YouTube.  When I was a state 

senator, and now as a board member at MUD, any conflicts of 

interest involving my colleagues or me would require the 

official to declare a conflict and abstain from voting. We 

welcome public comment at our board meetings, and MUD 

has gas and water information posted online, with phone 

access to our customer service staff. We promote sustainable 

practices that will continue to provide clean water and reliable 

natural gas at affordable rates for our customers. 

How would you ensure transparency in major 

decisions, such as long-term power contracts, plant 

investments, or rate increases while still allowing the 

board and staff to negotiate effectively? 

6-year term, $13,440 salary 

The Metropolitan Utilities District of Omaha is a public 

utility that is customer-owned. The district provides public 

gas and drinking water to Omaha and the surrounding 

area. The Board of Directors sets rates & ensures water 

meets or exceeds all state and federal standards for 

drinking water. 

How will you ensure transparency, avoid conflicts of 

interest, and engage the public in meaningful ways? 

https://adamsforomaha.com/
http://www.facebook.com/andrewadamsforomaha
https://www.facebook.com/gwen.howard.52
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Andrew Adams: I am very concerned that lead service lines 

are as prevalent as they are in the Omaha Metro in the 21st 

Century.  While I believe these lines remain safe today I also 

understand that distribution systems have a service life and 

could eventually fail.  MUD priority should be identifying and 

replacing the highest-risk assets first—such as aging water 

mains, lead service lines, and critical natural gas 

infrastructure—to protect safety and reliability.  We have had 

far too many water main breaks across the Omaha Metro in 

the last few years, and it is time to be proactive on their 

replacement/maintenance.  MUD should also pursue available 

state and federal funding when possible to lessen the burden 

on ratepayers. 

Gwen Howard: I am a strong supporter of our robust efforts 

to replace aging lead water pipes, primarily in our older 

neighborhoods. We have a particular priority addressing these 

projects near schools and day care centers. The MUD website 

offers an interactive map for the public to track our projects. 

 

 

Andrew Adams: MUD has an obligation to recover costs.  

There are programs already established for payment assistance 

or flexible payment options that reduce the burden of a gas bill 

spike when winter rolls in.  Ultimately, the best thing I believe 

MUD can do is to continue to promote efficiency programs 

that help customers lower their overall water and gas use 

particularly during the extreme weather months of the year. 

 

Gwen Howard: First, as a state senator and now as a board 

member, I remain committed to the public nature of our utility 

services, which consistently offer quality service at highly 

competitive rates. To ensure continued progress on our lead 

replacement infrastructure projects, MUD adopted a modest 

2.9 percent rate increase for 2026, about $33 annually for the 

average MUD customer. While we still offer lower rates than 

our peers, we remain concerned about low-income residents. 

There is an assistance program for eligible persons in need, 

and we also work with these customers on a budget plan. We 

also promote sustainable practices that can help all customers 

reduce their water and natural gas consumption and costs. 

 

Subdivision 4 

Tim Cavanaugh: No response received. 

Subdivision 5 

Tanya Cook: Education: Bachelor of Science Business 

Administration from Georgetown University and Master of 

Arts in Training & Development from the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln; Current Public Office held: Board 

Director, Metropolitan Utilities District-Subdistrict 5 from 

September 2019 – Present; Past Office held: Nebraska State 

Senator from 2009-2017 

 

Tanya Cook: As a public servant, it is my duty to engage with 

the public and to do so in a transparent and ethical manner.  I 

respond to questions via email, call customer-owners and 

occasionally meet in person.  All MUD Board meetings are 

live-streamed and recorded.  

 

 

Tanya Cook: MUD has dedicated programs designed to 

upgrade and replace aging gas and water infrastructure.  

GIR (Gas Infrastructure Replacement) focuses on replacing 

cast iron gas mains with modern materials. WIR (Water 

Infrastructure Replacement) uses risk modeling to prioritize 

the replacement of water mains.  From 2008 to 2024, M.U.D. 

replaced 478 miles of cast iron gas mains and approximately 

168 miles of high-risk water mains. 

As a board director, I continually ask questions about the 

status of these programs and their alignment with the budget 

and financing. 

 

 

Tanya Cook: Affordability is my top priority.  MUD 

carefully plans workflow and manages resources in order to 

control operating costs and avoid pricing spikes for its 

customer-owners. For example, MUD  owns and operates a 

liquefied natural gas plant and propane storage caverns. These 

assets allow M.U.D. to manage peak energy demand and 

reduce reliance on costly spot market purchases.  

 

 

How do you think MUD should deal with aging 

infrastructure? 

How can MUD control costs for low-income residents? 

How will you ensure transparency, avoid conflicts of 

interest, and engage the public in meaningful ways? 

How do you think MUD should deal with aging 

infrastructure 

How can MUD control costs for low-income residents? 
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Board of Directors 

Regional Metropolitan Transit Board of Omaha 

 

District 1 

Cornelius F. Williams: Education: Omaha Public School, K-

12 to Michigan State University, PhD; Current Office held: 

Regional Metropolitan Transit Board of Omaha - District 1 

 

Cornelius F. Williams: Omaha Metropolitan Area 

 

Cornelius F. Williams: No answer 

 

Cornelius F. Williams: No answer 

 

District 3 

Yanira Garcia: No response received. 

 

District 5 

Josh Corrigan: Education: B.S. Geography - University of 

Nebraska at Omaha; Current Office held: Regional 

Metropolitan Transit Authority of Omaha - District 5 

Website: https://corriganfortransit.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/josh.corrigan.2025/ 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/corriganfortransit/ 

 

 

Josh Corrigan: I think that depends on the destination. In 

urban areas Metro can easily support fast service that makes 

our buses competitive with other forms of transportation. 

Outside of the urban core it is much more expensive to run 

service more than a few times a day. 

I would like to see more places that support transit throughout 

our region. Areas with dense jobs and housing can be great 

candidates for improving the network, especially if they are 

walkable. We should also focus on making connections to 

education and healthcare.  

 

 

Josh Corrigan: I want our riders to get professional, clearly 

communicated information when they speak to our customer 

service team. As a rider myself I have experienced delays and 

nothing is more frustrating than not knowing when your bus 

will arrive.  

Increasing the reliability of our service is one way to improve 

customer service. Ensuring that we have well maintained 

equipment and a well supported staff will keep our buses 

moving and our customers off the phones.  

And while Metro can't control everything that delays service 

they do need to learn from customer feedback and make 

changes where necessary. 

 

 

Josh Corrigan: My top priority is that the two systems 

enhance each other wherever possible. Metro has already 

started the process of reallocating bus lines that overlap with 

the streetcar route.  

The streetcar will be a great option for those seeking shorter 

trips in Midtown and Downtown. Longer, faster connections 

may be better served by ORBT or other local bus service. My 

hope is that transferring between options is seamless and 

efficient.4 

Metro should coordinate promotion and education of the 

system including improved signage that makes it easy to 

navigate. 

 

New Elected Office in 2024  

(formerly Metro Transit Authority, an appointed 

office) 

2- and 4-year terms starting in 2024; eventually all 4-year 

terms, $500/month; except Chair receives $600/month 

The Transit Authority owns and operates public 

transportation system excluding taxicabs and railroad 

system. The Board of Directors sets agency policy, 

oversees the budget, reviews procurement contracts and 

more. 

In which geographical service areas can Metro Transit 

improve its current network of transportation 

services? 

What areas of customer service can be improved? Be 

specific. 

Describe your vision to integrate the streetcar into 

Metro Transit's network. 

In which geographical service areas can Metro Transit 

improve its current network of transportation 

services? 

What areas of customer service can be improved? Be 

specific. 

Describe your vision to integrate the streetcar into 

Metro Transit's network. 

https://corriganfortransit.com/
https://www.facebook.com/josh.corrigan.2025/
https://www.instagram.com/corriganfortransit/
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District 7 

Tim Lonergan: Education: university of Ne , Omaha, b.s. 

history, Education and Special education; Current Office 

held: Regional Metropolitan Transit Authority (Metro Bus 

Board); Past Office held: Metropolitan Community College 

Board 9/08-12/12; Military Experience: US Coast Guard 

Active duty 5 years USN-R 7 years USCoast Guard reserves 7 

years Retired; Volunteer Experience: Maple village Country 

Club, St Elizabeth Ann parish Council, Boy Scouts, Knights of 

Columbus, Ancient Order of Hibernians. 

 

Tim Lonergan: West Omaha, also Micro Transit expansion. 

 

 

Tim Lonergan: Improve on are apps 

 

 

Tim Lonergan: Will have to have joint meetings with 

Streetcar Authority when complete, it’s to early to make 

assumptions. 

 

Bennington City Council 

Wards 1 and 2 

These candidates will auto-advance to the General Election 

and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Ralston City Council 

Wards 3,4 and 5 

These candidates will auto-advance to the General Election 

and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Valley City Council 

The candidates for these two (2) seats will auto-advance to the 

General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Board of Education Arlington Public Schools 

#24 

The candidates for these three (3) will auto-advance to the 

General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

Board of Education Bennington Public Schools 

#59 

 The candidates for these three (3) seats will auto-advance to 

the General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Board of Education 

Douglas County West Community Schools #15 

The candidates for these three (3) seats will auto-advance to 

the General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Board of Education Elkhorn Public Schools #10 

 The candidates for these three (3) seats will auto-advance to 

the General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Board of Education 

Fort Calhoun Community Schools #3 

 The candidates for these three (3) seats will auto-advance to 

the General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Board of Education Fremont Public Schools #1 

 The candidates for these three (3) seats will auto-advance to 

the General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

Board of Education Gretna Public Schools #37 

 The candidates for these three (3) seats will auto-advance to 

the General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

Board of Education Millard Public Schools #17 

 The candidates for these three (3) seats will auto-advance to 

the General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

 

Board of Education Omaha Public Schools 

 

Subdistrict 2 

Bri Full: No response received. 

Peter Jessen: No response received. 

Jamar Dorsey, Sr.: No response received. 

In which geographical service areas can Metro Transit 

improve its current network of transportation 

services? 

What areas of customer service can be improved? Be 

specific. 

Describe your vision to integrate the streetcar into 

Metro Transit's network. 

4-year term, $0 salary 

School board members are responsible for a wide range of 

academic, legal, and financial issues. They are entrusted 

with approving curriculum, evaluating student 

achievement, and overseeing the hiring of superintendents, 

among other important matters. 
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Subdistricts 4, 6 and 8 

These candidates will auto-advance to the General Election 

and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

 

Board of Education Ralston Public Schools #54 

The candidates for these three (3) seats will auto-advance to 

the General Election and will not appear on Primary ballots. 

 

 

Board of Education Westside Public Schools #66 

 
Vote for up to TWO: 

 

Stephanie Adams: No response received. 

Sean Conway: Education: University of Nebraska at Kearney, 

B.S., 2002; Nebraska College of Law, J.D., 2006; Volunteer 

Experience: Westside Community Schools Bond Oversight 

Committee, Nebraska State Bar Association Executive 

Council, Nebraska Bar Commission 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61583144053438 

 

Candidate Sean Conway did not answer the questions. 

4-year term, $0 salary 

School board members are responsible for a wide range of 

academic, legal, and financial issues. They are entrusted 

with approving curriculum, evaluating student 

achievement, and overseeing the hiring of superintendents, 

among other important matters. 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61583144053438
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10 Tips for Voting by Mail* 

 

① Follow the instructions enclosed with your ballot. 

② Use a blue or black ballpoint pen to mark your ballot. 

③ Use the return envelope provided for your ballot only.  

④ Sign the back of your ballot return envelope. 

⑤ You cannot change your vote after you return your ballot. 

⑥ Return your ballot via U.S. Postal Mail (voter must provide 
postage) 

- OR - 

at an Official Ballot Drop Box - 13 locations throughout the 
county. Secure drop boxes are available 24 hours/day, 7 
days/week -  
no postage needed. 

 

⑦ All ballots must be received by 8 p.m. on Election Day, 
whether by mail or by drop box. 

⑧ Do not return your early voting ballot at a polling place. 

⑨ All accepted early voting ballots are counted and reported. 

⑩ More information at www.votedouglascounty-ne.gov. 
Contact the Election Commission at 
earlyvoting@votedouglascounty-ne.gov or (402) 444-VOTE 
[8683] if you have questions. 

 

* Tips courtesy of the Douglas County Election Commission.
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How to Return Your Early Voting Ballot 

All ballots must be received by 8 p.m. on Election Night 

 
Return your ballot, using the provided gold-colored 

envelope, to the Douglas County Election Commission  

by USPS mail by May 5, 2026 

or use Drop Boxes at these locations, 

no stamps needed: 

 
Douglas County Election Commission 

Southwest end of parking lot, 

under light pole 

12220 W. Center Road, Omaha, 68144 

City/County Building 

Between 18th & 19th Streets on Farnam, 

near the sidewalk 

1819 Farnam Street, Omaha 

South Omaha Library 

East side of the parking lot 

2808 Q Street, Omaha 

Charles B. Washington Branch Library 

Southwest corner of the building 

2868 Ames Avenue, Omaha 

Clarkson College Parking Lot 8 

Northwest corner, east side of the parking lot 

42nd & Farnam Streets, Omaha 

Asian Market 

West end of the parking lot 

321 N. 76th Street, Omaha 

Ralston Police Department 

Southwest corner of the building 

7400 Main Street, Ralston 

Goodwill (Updated Location) 

On the median in Goodwill's south 

parking lot, next to Home Depot 

4805 N. 72nd Street, Omaha 

Milton R. Abrahams Branch Library 

South of main entrance 

5111 N. 90th Street, Omaha 

Douglas County Engineer's Office 

Near sidewalk by parking stalls 

15505 W. Maple Road, Omaha 

Millard Public Schools Foundation 

Northwest corner of the building, 

at the end of the sidewalk 

5231 South 159th Avenue, Omaha 

Spring Ridge Shopping Center 

On the median when entering at 178th St, 

next to the post office box 

178th & Pacific Streets, Omaha 

Bess Johnson Elkhorn Branch Library 

Northeast corner of the building 

2100 Reading Plaza, Elkhorn 



 

 
Page 46 VOTE411.org | lwvgo.org  Copyright © 2026 by the League of Women Voters Education Fund 

 


